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1 BACKGROUND 
This Catalogue of known antique Anglo-Indian Knives was 
initiated following a discussion on the “BRITISH and SHEFFIELD” 
website in October 2024 regarding a “Coachman’s knife” in my 
collection (see adjacent, and knife reference 2.1.1 here for 
details), a copy of the discussion is attached to this Collector 
Note as Appendix 2 here. The discussion elaborated an ongoing 
debate amongst collectors as to whether such knives were in 
fact British or Sheffield made. Personally, at that time, I had 
little doubt that it was 'British' made, however the problem 

was there is no maker's name, or a location, stamped anywhere on the knife; in fact, there is 
no stamping of any type.  

 
This issue came to a head in July 2025 when an almost 
identical knife to mine was advertised for auction by a UK 
auction house – see adjacent photo. The significant difference 
was that this knife was stamped with a makers name on the 
tang of the main blade - the maker being an Indian 
manufacturer - K. C. WORKS WAZIRABAD who was active in 

British India during the colonial era. The details of this knife are described in knife reference 
2.3.2. here. As this was the first known (to me, at least) example of a knife of this style that 
detailed the maker’s name, for me it needed to be taken seriously. Our late colleague 
Robert Cutting was of the view that they were probably German made, and Bernard Levine 
suggested European; both also suggested the possibility of colonial India as the source. As a 
result, I have compiled this catalogue of known examples in an endeavour to ascertain any 
further evidence as to their source, however the result is certainly not absolutely conclusive. 
What is apparent is that there is an extensive body of evidence that indicates that knives 
similar to mine were made in British India and, conversely, no evidence emerged that 
indicates such knives were ever made in the UK, or elsewhere in Europe. 
 
The catalogue is divided into two sections, being: “COACHMAN’S KNIVES” and “CLASP 
KNIVES” which includes military knives. For clarity, the Coachman’s knives catalogue is based 
on typological characteristics, and the Clasp Knives catalogue is primarily based on style and 
Makers’ names. 

2 ANGLO-INDIAN COACHMAN’S KNIVES 
The typological styles identified are as follows: 
2.1. Standard Pattern, 6-Backspring Version, with Carriage Key 
2.2. Non-Standard Pattern, 6-Backspring Version - carriage key not included 
2.3. Non-Standard Pattern, 6-Backspring Version - carriage key not included, but has a 
whistle, and/or other variations 
2.4. Non-Standard Pattern, 6-Backspring Version Take-Apart Slot Knife - carriage key not 
included, but has a whistle, and/or other variations. In total the knife has 8 backsprings. 
2.5. Standard Pattern, 5-Backspring Version, With Carriage Key 
2.6. 4-Backspring Version, With Carriage Key 
2.7. 4-Backspring Version - Carriage Key Not Included 

file:///D:/Dropbox/KNIVES/AAA%20COLLECTOR%20NOTES/COACHMAN'S%20KNIVES%20and%20other%20clasp%20knives%20from%20British%20India/Early%20Draft/K._C%23_2.3.2._
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2.1. Standard Pattern, 6-Backspring version with Carriage Key - with stag 
scales 

 

2.1.1. Lawrie Wilson collection 
Photo Source and description Observation and comment 

 
 

 

Maker: not stated, country of origin: 
not stated, length (of frame) closed 5 
½ inches (14cm), width 1 ½ inches 
(3.8cm), handle material: stag slabs, 
brass liners - but with a steel centre 
liner that extends to form a 
turnscrew. The knife has 6 
backsprings for the 6 blades on the 
topside and five blades on the 
bottom – the central corkscrew 
working off two springs. A fold-out 
carriage key is housed within the 
hoof pick in the closed position. 
 
Purchased at Bermondsey antique 
market in c.2004 for AU$750.00. 
6-backspring model with the 
corkscrew on the topside working 
against two backsprings. 

 
This is a large well-constructed 
heavy duty implement, more 
in the style of a hand tool than 
an item of fine cutlery. It is 
very well made in terms of 
blade ‘walk and talk’ although 
there are no half stops. The 
top of the hoof pick is heavily 
engraved with scroll motifs, as 
are parts of the bolsters. 

 
 2.1.2. Ken Drake’s Antique Arms 

 

“COACHMANS KNIFE” 31st 
December 2008 
Offered for sale by: Ken Drake’s 
Antique Arms. Price US$1750. 
 
The tip of the file has broken off or 
been worn away. 

 

2.1.3.  Live Auctioneer  

 

Coachman’s Knife on ‘Live 
Auctioneer’ Lot: 0292 
https://new.liveauctioneers.com/ite
m/9379745.  
Auction ended on June 26th, 2011. 
19th Century Sheffield Multi-Blade 
Knife. Estimate: $1,000 - $1,500. Sold 
For: US$2,000. 
 
Seller’s description: “Known as a 
Coachman's or Horseman's knife and 
having multiple utility blades and 
devices including: unmarked 4 ½" 
and 3 ½" cutting blades, saw blade 
with can opener device on end, bone 
saw, cigar cutter, file, hole punch, 
awl, corkscrew, tweezers, scroll-
engraved hinged hoof-pick / nail 
puller with square key device, steel 
pick, heavy punch and screwdriver. 
Lanyard ring on end. Bolsters 
engraved with dentate patterns. Fine 

The marking of “W. Butcher 
Sheffield” on the “pick/puller” 
is assumed not to be original 
but rather was added at a later 
date and intended to be 
evidence that the knife was 
made in Sheffield. The 
possibility that the marking 
was added at the time of 
manufacture cannot be 
absolutely ruled out, however. 
 
Note: a similar example (see 
knife reference 2.6.3. here) 
was available on the J.C 
Militaria website in 2024, 
including the reference to 
“Pick/Puller marked W. 
Butcher – Sheffield”. 

https://new.liveauctioneers.com/item/9379745
https://new.liveauctioneers.com/item/9379745
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3.2.5. Lawrie 
Wilson collection 18 
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Champion 
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3.2.7. Martin Cook 
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collection ........... 19 

stag antler grip scales. Pick/Puller 
marked W. Butcher – Sheffield. 
Condition of metal is grey with 
pitting overall, no breaks or over-
sharpening. Stag in very good 
condition”. 
STARTING BID: $500.00 
BUYER'S PREMIUM: 20% 

2.1.4. Frank Marshall & Co.  

 

Auction on The Saleroom.com. 
Auction Date: 06 May 2009, Hammer 
Price: 640 GBP. A MID 19TH 
CENTURY COACHMAN'S KNIFE WITH 
FIFTEEN IMPLEMENTS 
Seller’s description: “A mid-19th 
century coachman's knife with fifteen 
implements, to include knives, file, 
scissors, corkscrew, coach door 
opening key, horse nail remover and 
leather punch etc, with engraved 
decoration complete with antler 
grips -according to the vendor this 
knife originally belonged to the 
coachman to Lord Waterpark of 
Doveridge Hall of Derbyshire. This 
coachman's knife was featured on 
The Antiques Roadshow”.  

SOURCE: HTTPS://WWW.THE-
SALEROOM.COM/EN-
GB/AUCTION-
CATALOGUES/FRANK-MARSHALL-
AND-CO/CATALOGUE-ID-
2770850/LOT-7014959  

 
Wikipedia notes that “As a 
sportsman, Lord Waterpark 
travelled to India in 1868, 
where he hunted big game”. 

2.1.5. DUKE Auctions 

 

AN EARLY VICTORIAN STEEL AND 
ANTLER GRIP COACHMAN'S POCKET 
KNIFE - In “Sporting: A single owner 
collection: 
Auction: 17 March 2022, Lot 472 
 
Sellers description: “AN EARLY 
VICTORIAN STEEL AND ANTLER GRIP 
COACHMAN'S POCKET KNIFE with 15 
gadgets, 15cm long” 

 

2.1.6. Bonhams Fine Art Auctioneers & Valuers 

 

A Multi-Bladed Coachman's Knife. 
 
Source: PINTEREST – no other details 
provided 

 

2.1.7. Lawrence’s Auctioneers 

 

 

Maker: not known. 
Lot 627. Auction: 10th September 
2020 Crewkerne Salerooms. 
SOURCE: 
https://www.pinterest.com.au/pin/4
6373071154448552/ - for PINTEREST 
view. 
 
Seller’s description “AN ELEVEN 
BLADE 'HORSEMAN KNIFE” - 
A horseman's or riders eleven blade 
folding knife, with horn mounted 
sides and decorative engraving, with 
a variety of implements including 
corkscrew, button hook, saw, scissors 
and various blades. Unmarked, 

 

https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/frank-marshall-and-co/catalogue-id-2770850/lot-7014959
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/frank-marshall-and-co/catalogue-id-2770850/lot-7014959
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/frank-marshall-and-co/catalogue-id-2770850/lot-7014959
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/frank-marshall-and-co/catalogue-id-2770850/lot-7014959
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/frank-marshall-and-co/catalogue-id-2770850/lot-7014959
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/frank-marshall-and-co/catalogue-id-2770850/lot-7014959
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3.6.1. Lawrie 
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3.7. “No.6. SHEFFIELD 
STEEL” style knives – 

probably 19th century, possibly an 
apprentice piece”. 
Estimate: £150 - £250. Sold for 
£600.00” 
 
 

Additional photos are available 
on PINTEREST which confirm 
that this is a 6-backspring 
model, and that a blade or tool 
is missing from the underside. 

 

2.2. Non-Standard Pattern, 6-Backspring Version - carriage key not included 

2.3.1. Strides Auction 

 

“1860s coachman’s antique 
penknife. Estimate: £500 - £1,000” 
File date June 16, 2023. 
Seller’s Description: 
“Circa 1860s coachman’s penknife, a 
lovely coachman’s bit of history. 14 
tools - one is missing the pick easiest 
to replace, has a small bit missing - 
bit off 1 blade” 

There is no carriage key. The 
hoof pick does not have a 
built-in hinge mechanism for 
holding a carriage key. 
 

 

 

2.3. Non-Standard Pattern, 6-Backspring Version - carriage key not included - 

but has a whistle, and/or other variations 

2.3.1 Adam Liversedge collection 

 

 
 
Note: a group of eight excellent 
photos, together with comments are 
included in a post by Adam 
Liversedge in “British & Sheffield” 
Facebook site - October 2024, a copy 
of which is included here as Appendix 
2. 

This example appears to have the 
same frame as the other 6-
backspring versions shown above, 
but with variations in the provision 
of blades/tools. The most prominent 
variations are the inclusion of a brass 
whistle which is hinged to the same 
pin as the hoof-pick, the absence of a 
carriage key, the older style of 
scissors, and the provision a large 
button hook. The tools/implements 
on the top side are also different in 
that there are six such items rather 
than the five shown on the other 
examples where the central 
corkscrew works off two springs. 
 
Other obvious differences relate the 
style of the blades on the underside 
– such as the main spearpoint blade 
in lieu of the ‘wide-end spear blade’ 
in the other examples, the sawblade 
has a sheepfoot profile in lieu of the 
tin opener, the file tool has a 
manicure style tip in lieu of the 
champagne style hook, and the 
apparent absence of a tin opener 
tool. 

 
This is a most interesting 
variation in that it has the 
same overall shape and style 
as the other examples shown 
here, but the hoof pick is far 
more ornate. This includes the 
inscriptions which appear to 
be hand-done when compared 
to the other knives where they 
primarily appear to have been 
machined – see knife 
reference 2.1.7 above, and 
here. It may be that this knife 
is from a different (earlier?) 
era. 

2.3.2. “K. C.  Works Wazirabad” 

 

Live Auction: 23 July 2025. 
Auctioneer: John Nicholson's Lot 265 
 
“DESCRIPTION: “A LARGE EARLY, 
POSSIBLY GERMAN, COMBINATION 
KNIFE Stamped K. G. NAZ. HARZ., 
with scissors, file, blade, two saws, 
engraved steel folding backstrap 

Previous and more recent 
auctions of this item are: 
• Hutchinson Scott 
Auctioneers – 31 October 
2024. Lot 571 
• ELSTOP Auctioneers – 24 
Sept. 2025, Lot 82 – many 
excellent photos – see 
adjacent photo (left side). 
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with rasp, opening to reveal further 
implements. 6.5ins long.” 
 
SOURCE: https://www.the-
saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-
catalogues/john-
nicholson/catalogue-id-
srjo10517/lot-bd0b31fb-d8f3-49ff-
ad99-b31a00e82556  
 
Ultimately, it was recognised that 
the tang stamping was “K. C. WORKS 
WAZIRABAD” which is a reference to 
KRISHA CUTLERY WORKS based in 
the city of Wazirabad Punjab (now in 
Pakistan but prior to partition in 
1947 was part of British Colonial 
India). The city is famous for its 
cutlery products). 
 

 
 

 
 

 
2.4. Non-Standard Pattern, 8-Backspring Version Take-Apart Slot Knife - 
carriage key not included 

2.4.1 eBay seller “Doodlefroodle”  

 

 

No auction date or other details are 
available 
 
SLOTTED HOBO FARRIER’S 
COACHMAN’S HORSE KNIFE 
 
Seller’s description: “Wow!! You 
guys have to see this knife! I could 
not believe it when I ran across it for 
sale. This is a very unusual twenty-
three blade/tool coachman’s or 
farrier’s take apart slotted hobo 
knife. One tool is missing in the 
handle. This knife is unmarked as far 
as a maker goes but all pieces are 
marked with the initials “A. P. J. S.”. I 
don’t know if this is a reference to 
the maker or to the owner.”  

 
 
“The handles appear to be 
genuine smooth natural pre-
ban ivory. Tools include a very 
unusual silver whistle, a spur 
saw for removing spurs from 
roosters, odd silver fork and 
spoon and more. I’ve never 
seen a coachman’s/farrier’s 
horse knife that you could take 
apart like a slotted hobo knife 
before”.  

2.4.2. Bernard Levine  

 

“Unmarked Central European take-
apart multi-blade combination knife, 
ivory handles.” 
 
Copied from page 27 of Levine’s 
“POCKET KNIVES – The collector’s 
guide to identifying, buying and 
enjoying vintage pocket knives”. 
Published by New Burlington Books 
London 1993. 

The knife appears to be very 
similar to the “Doodlefroodle” 
knife immediately above. It is 
assumed to be an 8-backspring 
version but could possibly be 
7. 

2.4.3. 8-Backspring Version Take-Apart Slot Knife - carriage key included 

 

No details available. The photos 
were taken when the knife was 
displayed in a cabinet in an antique 
centre in Portobello Road, London in 
2012. In total the knife has 8 
backsprings – 6 on the main frame  

https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10517/lot-bd0b31fb-d8f3-49ff-ad99-b31a00e82556
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10517/lot-bd0b31fb-d8f3-49ff-ad99-b31a00e82556
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10517/lot-bd0b31fb-d8f3-49ff-ad99-b31a00e82556
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10517/lot-bd0b31fb-d8f3-49ff-ad99-b31a00e82556
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10517/lot-bd0b31fb-d8f3-49ff-ad99-b31a00e82556
https://www.the-saleroom.com/en-gb/auction-catalogues/john-nicholson/catalogue-id-srjo10517/lot-bd0b31fb-d8f3-49ff-ad99-b31a00e82556
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and one each on the slide-out tools, 
the same as the above example 

 

2.5. Standard Pattern, 5-Backspring Version, with Carriage Key 
2.5.1. Manchester Militaria - with stag scales 

 

Seller’s description: “Very Rare 
Victorian Coachman's Knife S/n 
02219. I've had large Victorian 
folding knives before, but this is the 
first Coachman's I have had to offer. 
This knife is quite large and bulky 
with the main blade being 4.5" and 
the knife being 10.25" when opened. 
There are 13 various blades and tools 
with this knife including a smaller 
blade scissors file saw ETC and it also 
has tweezers and a pick in the body 
of the knife which has stag scales 
and an ornate bolster S/n 02219”. 
Asking price: 895.00 GBP - Price 
includes UK delivery. Code: 52356. 

 

2.5.2. Guns International auction 

 

 

 

“18th Century very ornate and 
unusual 14-blade/implement 
engraved folding knife with ivory 
handles” 
Auction date 21st July 2025. SOLD 
 
Seller’s description: 
“18th Century very ornate and 
unusual horseman's folding knife 
with 14-blades/implements, 
engraved with ivory handles. 
Elaborately engraved rear iron cover 
which hinges open to reveal a cork 
screw, snuff spoon, gimlet, button 
hook and hoof pick.  On top side is a 
2-5/8th inch flat bladed knife which is 
9/16 inch wide, a 2-3/4 inch bow saw, 
2-3/4 inch scissors, 2-1/2 inch file of 
which the last ½ inch is a blade (likely 
a finger nail file/cleaner) and 2-1/2 

inch clip point knife that is 5/16 inch 
wide.  The knife has a 3-5/16th inch 
bolster lining on each side which is 
slightly curved on one end (which is 
covered by the ivory handle and that 
end has the tooth pick and scissors 
inserts)”.   

A very detailed description is 
available on the original listing 
– see following: 
SOURCE: 
https://www.gunsinternationa
l.com/guns-for-sale-
online/parts-ammo-
accessories/knives/18th-
century-very-ornate-and-
unusual-14-blade-implement-
engraved-folding-knife-with-
ivory-
handles.cfm?gun_id=1006199
09  

2.5.3 “Bullworks Collection” 

https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
https://www.gunsinternational.com/guns-for-sale-online/parts-ammo-accessories/knives/18th-century-very-ornate-and-unusual-14-blade-implement-engraved-folding-knife-with-ivory-handles.cfm?gun_id=100619909
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“Bullworks Collection” information 
provided by antique corkscrew 
expert & collector Don Bull, by email 
dated June 28, 2023. 
 
 

 

 

 
 

2.6. 4-Backspring Version, with Carriage Key - with stag scales 
2.6.1. eBay seller BRONTEE 

 

 

“Stag-handled Coachman Folder” 
Auction ends: Sep 23, 2010, 05:57:37 
PDT – 11 bids. US $355.09 
(Approximately AU $371.12) 
Seller info: Member id brontee94   
Item number: 230526968944 
  
Seller’s description: “This type of 
knife was specially designed to be 
used for heavy outside works. 
To this effect it has 9 elements or 
accessories working by bearing on 
four separate springs plus a pull-out 
tweezers and toothpick. The 
accessories include corkscrew, hook, 
screw driver, horse scraper, scissors, 
saw and different blades. 
Additionally, it has a large plaque 
finely hand filed worked with floral 
decorative pattern. 
The knife features wonderful stag 
scales. The knife remains in excellent 
conditions, 
all blades and tools are in full profile 
and close firmly with a snap. Scissors 
are in perfect working conditions 
with full tips and blades. No chips, 
cracks or damage on the scales. This 
massive folder measures 6 1/28” – 
16,5 cm long by 1 ½ “(4 cm) – wide 
folded, and weights 600 grams – 
1.33 pounds”.   

 
 
NOTES: 
• This is the 4-backspring 
model 
• Tip of the saw blade is 
broken off and been reshaped 
• Heavily cleaned 
PREVIOUS AUCTIONS: 
• Passed in on eBay 30th July 
2009, 14 bids – final bid 
US$430 – reserve not met  
• Passed in on eBay 12th 
August 2009 - no bids, asking 
price US$995.00 

2.6.2. eBay seller Doodlefroodle 
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30th December 2008 – sold on eBay 
by Doodlefroodle US$262.00 
 
Was obviously found in a heavily 
rusted condition and appears to 
have been acid cleaned. 
 

 

2.6.3. JC Militaria Ltd  

 
 

 

Copied from the JC Militaria Ltd 
online catalogue, August 2019 
“Coachman's W&S Butcher Sheffield 
Multi Bladed Folding Knife. & Coach 
Key. Knives” £ 1,200 (USD  
 
Seller’s description: “MASSIVE, 
English Victorian Coachman's W&S 
Butcher Sheffield Multi Bladed 
Folding Knife. & Coach Key”. 
  
“This is a massive Victorian era 
Coachman’s Multi Bladed Clasp Knife 
by Butcher Sheffield. The knife has 9-
foldout tools and blades including 
the Hackney Cab Coach door key 
(illustrated). The saw blade with 
screwdriver tip is marked with 
partially visible manufacturer’s name 
‘Butcher Sheffield’. The knife has 
undamaged Stag horn scales. The 
frame of the knife has an integral 
screwdriver tip and slotted into the 
scales are their original accessories 
which consist of a steel spike and 
tweezers. The blades & accessories 
have staining to be expected with 
age. With large 4 ½” blade unfolded 
the knife measures 10” overall 
length. All blades and tools fold 
neatly into its steel frame. The frame 
is fitted with lanyard ring”. 

 
The stamping on the saw blade 
is imprecise, and difficult 
therefore to definitively 
attribute the knife to W&S 
BUTCHER. Also, the stamping 
is not shown in the W&S 
Butcher listing in Tweedale 
and in-fact the letters appear 
to be individually stamped. 
The marking of “W&S. Butcher 
Sheffield” on the saw blade is 
assumed not to be original but 
rather was added at a later 
date and intended to be 
evidence that the knife was 
made in Sheffield. The 
possibility that the marking 
was added at the time of 
manufacture cannot be 
absolutely ruled out, however. 
 
Another knife with the 
stamping of “W. Butcher 
Sheffield” on the “pick/puller 
is detailed herein at knife 
reference 2.1.3. here and is 
also assumed not to be 
original, but rather the 
stamping was added at a later 
date and intended to be 
evidence that the knife was 
made in Sheffield. 

2.6.4. eBay sale – seller not known 

 
Note that the hinge mechanism for a 
carriage key is show on the hoof pick, 
but the actual carriage key is missing 
– see photo above. 
 
 

 

Sold on eBay 12/05/09 for 
USD128.50 (AUD169.00) 18 bids 
from 13 bidders. 
 
Seller’s description:  
“Here we have a large antique 
coachman’s pocket knife, I believe it 
is German made and dates from 
circa 1800. stag horn grips, 
decorated bolsters and hoof scraper. 
The knife is 15.5 cm long when 
closed, the knife has some missing 
parts, a carriage key is missing from 
the hoof scraper, a blade is missing, 
both tools that slide inside the grips 
are missing, small pieces missing 
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from both sides of the grip were the 
tools open. The large blade wobbles 
when open”.  

2.6.5. SOFE design Auctions 

 

 

Antique Art & Weaponry, September 
30th, 2023 
 
“AN OVERSIZED 19TH CENTURY 
COACHMAN'S MULTIBLADE FOLDING 
POCKET”. 
Sold for US$2,000.00 – 15 bidders. 
 
Seller’s description: “AN OVERSIZED 
19TH CENTURY COACHMAN'S 
MULTIBLADE FOLDING POCKET 
KNIFE having a stag horn handle with 
finely engraved nail claw and hinged 
carriage door opening key, all 
complete with toothpick and 
tweezers, 10 tools in total. Total 
length: 11 1/8", Blade length: 4 7/8”. 

 

2.6.6. Vintage Fine Arms 

 
 

 

“A Massive Victorian Coachman’s 
Pocket Knife” 
 
Seller’s description: 
“This is a huge multi tool Victorian 
period multi tool coachman’s pocket 
knife. Ten tools including the carriage 
door opening key. Small amount of 
ware as would be expected but the 
antler grip is intact and in very good 
condition. Five and three quarter 
inches overall closed. This is the 
largest example that we have 
handled to date. Condition rating 
9.5/10” 
 
This knife is/was currently for sale 
(March 2026) at 
https://vintagefinearms.co.uk/pro
duct/a-massive-victorian-
coachmans-pocket-knife/   
 
The asking price is/was £1,850.00 
 

 

 

2.7. 4-Backspring Version - with stag scales - carriage key not included 
2.7.1 Hutchinson Scott Auctions 

 

October 31, 2024. 
Lot 526:  
Seller’s description: “An oversized 
19th century coachman's multiblade 
folding pocket knife having a stag 
horn handle with finely engraved nail 
claw, all complete with toothpick and 
tweezers, 10 tools in total (15.5cm 
long)”. 
Estimate: £1,200 GBP - £1,600 GBP. 
SOLD: £1,000 GBP 

 

2.7.2. Gunstar UK catalogue 

https://vintagefinearms.co.uk/product/a-massive-victorian-coachmans-pocket-knife/
https://vintagefinearms.co.uk/product/a-massive-victorian-coachmans-pocket-knife/
https://vintagefinearms.co.uk/product/a-massive-victorian-coachmans-pocket-knife/
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Dated October 16, 2018 – via 
Vintage Fine Arms. “British 
Coachman’s Pocket Knives” selling 
price £ 980 
 
Seller’s description: “Rare 
Coachman's Pocket Knife 
This is a rare late 19th century multi 
tool coachman's pocket knife” 

 
2.7.3. eBay seller “miscmom” 

 

 

Sold: Jan 07, 2018, Winning bid: US 
$760.00 [ 19 bids] 
 
Description by seller is full of 
mistakes and unsubstantiated 
assumptions: 
“This item is a very collectible vintage 
knife. It is a Horseman's knife 
featuring a hoof pick. It is a large 
knife at 6" closed.  It has stag scales. 
It has beautiful hand engraving on 
the hoof pick and on the bolsters. It 
has full-size scissors as one of the 
tools. What is doesn't have is a name 
or brand that I can find. It looks to be 
a NEEDHAM BROS. of Sheffield 
England style. However, I cannot 
verify. It is an old knife with great 
patina. There is a large blade (4"),  a 
small blade (2 3/4"), a saw blade 
with a can opener and a pair of 
scissors (4 1/2") on the one side. The 
other side has the hoof pick (4 1/2") 
with a center slot, a cork screw, a 
leather punch, and a heavy-duty awl. 
There is also a set of tweezers (3 
1/2") and a 4" metal pick. The liners 
between blades/tools is brass. All the 
blades have excellent snap.  Small 
chip out of the stag handle on the 
side where the tweezers are 
inserted.” 

On Jan-04-18 at 10:16:28 PST, 
seller added the following 
information: 
“Thanks to all the fellow 
ebayers who contacted me 
with information on this 
unique knife. I will add some 
additional information that 
may help anyone interested in 
this item. That fact that it is 
not marked with a marker 
indicates that is was made as a 
Custom Order and the 
engraving probably indicates 
the person it was made for 
was well to do, an Artistocrat. 
This knife was probably made 
late 1800's early 1900's when 
horse and buggy was the main 
transportation method.  The 
rare slot in the hoof pick would 
be for a particular adjustment 
on the bridle or maybe the 
wagon axel. The scissors would 
probably be for horse 
grooming (tail and mane). The 
ultra rare leather hole punch 
would indicate that the owner 
had different sized horses such 
as a breeder or a stable. The 
punch would have been to add 
a hole to the leathers as the 
horse grew or to modify 
leathers to fit another horse. If 
anyone else has info on this 
Horseman's Knife pass it 
along”. 

2.7.4. eBay sale – seller not known 

 

Sold on eBay 08/03/09 for 
USD425.00 (AUD668.24).     
9 bidders - 19 bids 
 
Coachman’s Knife - (Small version 
without carriage key) 

 

2.7.5. Lawrie Wilson collection 
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This knife is my four-backspring 
version, and another example is 
shown in Bernard Levine’s book 
“Pocket Knives” (page 18) – see knife 
reference 2.4.2 above. Levine 
describes that knife in the following 
terms: “Unmarked Central European 
horseman’s combination knife, 
genuine stag handles. Blades: clip 
master blade, pen blade, 
combination saw/tin opener, 
scissors, hoof pick with attached 
carriage key, hollow leather punch, 
corkscrew.” 

Purchased from Portobello 
Road market in 2012. 
 
Note that this is the version 
without the hoof-pick, the 
corkscrew which works against 
two backsprings can be folded 
out through the rectangular 
hole in the hoof-pick. 

2.7.6. DUKE Auctions - with whistle and ivory scales 

 

“A VICTORIAN COACHMAN'S POCKET 
“KNIFE - In Sporting: A single owner 
collection 
 
Source: PINTEREST. 
Auction: 17 March 2022 Lot 468 
 
Seller’s description: “A VICTORIAN 
COACHMAN'S POCKET KNIFE with 
multiple tools (16 gadgets) with bone 
sides and engraved brass back, with 
floral decoration, 10cm long”. 

 

 
2.7.7. eBay seller “Brontee” 

 
 

 
 

19TH CENTURY ENGLISH STAG 
MULTI-TOOL COACHMAN FOLDING 
KNIFE 
Ended: 30 September 2011   
Price: US $2,000.00 (no bids)  
Top-rated seller:  brontee94 (1015)   
Item number: 260859440474. 
 
Seller’s description:  
“This type of knife was specially 
designed to be used for heavy 
outside works. To this effect it has 9 
elements or accessories working by 
bearing on four separate springs plus 
pull-out tweezers and toothpick. The 
accessories include corkscrew, punch, 
screw driver, scissors, saw and 
different blades. Additionally, it has a 
large plaque finely hand filed worked 
with floral decorative pattern which 
is actually a horse scraper. The knife 
features wonderful stag scales”. 
This massive folder measures 6.3” – 
16 cm long when folded and 11.4” - 
29 cm when main blade is out. 6 cm 
at the widest part, weights 650 
grams – 1.43 pounds”. 

 

 

2.8. Small Multiblade Sportsman’s or Coachman's Knife 
2.8.1. Lawrie Wilson collection 
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The knife has a closed length of 3.75 
inches, horn scales (possibly ivory), 
and all the metal parts are carbon 
steel. On the topside is a hoof pick 
with a foldout nipple key (a similar 
tool is shown in knife reference 
2.5.2. here), a square reamer, a tool 
that was possibly a screwdriver, 
button hook, and corkscrew. On the 
underside is a main sheepfoot blade, 
a scissor, a cockspur saw with most 
of the blade missing, and a broken 
blade that may have been a pen 
blade. It has a shackle that is robust 
when compared to the normal 
lightweight shackle that is commonly 
found in other possible Anglo-Indian 
clasp knives. 

There are no stampings or 
other markings anywhere on 
this knife, so that there is no 
indication as to the maker or 
to the country of origin.  
 
Its similarity in style, including 
the array of blades and tools, 
to large Anglo-Indian 
coachman’s knives suggests 
that it is an artisan made knife 
from British India and possibly 
dates to the late 19th century.  
 
It does however lack the 
quality that is evident in most 
of these large coachman’s 
knives – see above. 

2.8.2 Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

The knife has a closed length of 
slightly under 3.25 inches, brass 
bolsters and fittings on the scales, 
and steel liners. The scales comprise 
a mix of (probably) buffalo horn and 
ivory pieces, with one ivory piece 
inscribed with a sketch of two birds. 
It has six backsprings working six 
blades on the underside (one 
missing) and six tools on the topside. 

As with the previous knife, 
there are no stampings or 
other markings anywhere on 
this knife, so that there is no 
indication as to the maker or 
to the country of origin.  
 
Its similarity in style, including 
the array of blades and tools 
and fine detail, to large Anglo-
Indian coachman’s knives 
suggests that it is a ‘cutler 
made’ (rather than ‘artisan 
made’) knife from British India 
and possibly dates to the late 
19th or early 20th century.  

2.8.3. Poly Forge collection 

 

 

This example was posted on the 
British & Sheffield Facebook site on 
April 2, 2026, by the owner. 
 
It has similarities in both shape and 
style to the knife immediately above, 
having has six backsprings working 
six blades on the underside and six 
tools on the topside. The scales 
consist of a brass frame – with 
tortoise shell and pearl shell inserts. 
 

 

The mark side tang of the pen 
blade is stamped with what 
appears to be five letters, but 
only two are discernable being 
“_RA__”. 
 
As with the previous knife, its 
similarity in style, including the 
array of blades and tools and 
fine detail, to large Anglo-
Indian coachman’s knives 
suggests that it is a ‘cutler 
made’ (rather than ‘artisan 
made’) knife from British India 
and possibly dates to the late 
19th or early 20th century. 

 

2.9. Assumed Modern Examples 
2.9.1. Stan Shaw Knife 

 

 
Appears to have been copied from a 
“Sheffield Auctions” catalogue but 
no details are known. 
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2.9.2. No Details, probably modern 

 

 
Source: PINTEREST – picture only. 

 

3 ANGLO-INDIAN CLASP KNIVES 
 

This is not a comprehensive review of Anglo-Indian made clasp knives in-toto, but rather 
endeavours to catalogue “Anglo-Indian” clasp knives to assist collectors in identifying 
legitimate examples, based on known examples that were manufactured during the middle 
and last stages of the British Raj era – from 1858 to 1947 and the partition of colonial India 
into the separate sovereign states of Pakistan and India. The answer to the question: “how 
to define an “Anglo-Indian clasp knife”? is not yet possible by reference this catalogue. 
Further research regarding the history and local context of the cutlery industry in colonial 
India is required. Attached as Appendix 1 is "Martin Cook’s list of known Indian Knife 
Makers" which is current to November 8, 2025, and will continue to be updated as new 
information becomes available. 
 
The style of clasp knives is categorized by reference to typology and/or maker, as follows: 
3.1.   Military Clasp Knives, Pre-1939 
3.2.  Military Clasp Knives, Post -1939 
3.3.  Military Clasp Knives, ‘Indian Style’  
3.4.  EMPIRE CUTLERY MANUFACTURER 
3.5.  KRISHNA CUTLERY WORKS 
3.6.  RAMPUR C.P BEST ♔ STEEL. 
3.7.  “No.6. SHEFFIELD STEEL” style knives 
3.8.  FRIENDS & Co.   
3.9.  “ICI” 
3.10.  “DURBAR”. 
3.11 PAKISTAN 
3.12.  Various large and medium-sized Jack Knives of unknown origin but possibly Anglo 
India. 
 

3.1.   Military Clasp Knives, Pre-1939 
3.1.1 “K. C. Works Wazirabad” 

 

This knife is an Anglo-Indian 
version of the British military 
pattern 6353.   
The official British description is 
“Knife, Clasp with Tin Opener and 
Marline Spike”, with scales to be 
“checkered black horn” and a closed 
length of 4 7/8 inches. This Anglo-
Indian knife has wood scales and a 
copper shackle. There is stamping 
on the scale that is no longer legible.  
 
It is probable that this knife was 
made c.1914 for issue to Indian 
Army soldiers serving in WW1. 
 
British military pattern 6353 knife 
was introduced into service in 1905 

The mark side 
tang is 
stamped “K. C. 
WORKS 
WAZIRABAD” 

in the same format as the 
large Coachman’s knife 
reference 2.3.2 in the 
“Coachman’s Knives” section 
of the catalogue above and 
here 
 
A very similar knife is shown 
on Plate 513 (page 212) of 
Flook’s “British and 
Commonwealth Military 
Knives”, which he describes in 
the following terms: “513 This 

file:///D:/Dropbox/KNIVES/AAA%20COLLECTOR%20NOTES/COACHMAN'S%20KNIVES%20and%20other%20clasp%20knives%20from%20British%20India/K._C%23_2.3.2._
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and remained in service until 1939. 
The British knife commonly had 
chequered buffalo horn scales, and 
the early (probably prior to 1914) 
version had a copper shackle.   

Indian made pocket knife 
could date any time from 
World War One up until and 
possibly including World War 
Two. The knife is the same 
type as the British 6353/1905 
pattern but has wood grips. 
The main blade is marked 
NIZAMABAL” [this is assumed 
to be NIZAMABAD .ed]. 

3.1.2. Ark Collectables 

 
 

 

A 6353/1905 wood grips - available 
from Ark Collectables in November 
2016, asking price £100. 
 
Description: ““VICTORIAN JACK 
KNIFE NIZAMARA.  
A rare early Jack / clasp knife. 1880-
90. The wooden handles are in fair 
condition no damage just age-
related wear and the original rivets 
are all there and are not slack, 
lanyard ring we are not sure if it is 
the original one end has come of the 
riveted pin. The spike has a good 
spring no slack there is blemishes to 
the metal but no rusting, the blade 
is in good order 3 3/4" long it has 
light wear and no rust spring is good 
no slack, blade is marked Nizamara 
? there is some more writing above 
this but we cannot make it out, 
there is a 0 stamped on the spike, 
we must add the springs on this 
knife are quite something very 
strong, a really quite rare early jack 
knife in very good condition for its 
age, hard to find an early wooden 
handled type like this, a great 
collector’s item”. 

 
 
The seller suggests that the 
blade is stamped “NIZAMARA” 
however it is assumed that the 
correct spelling is 
NIZAMABAD. 
 
There is an “0” stamped on 
the spike. 

3.1.3. Daren Nicholson collection 

 

Pattern 6353 with wood scales, 
date not known. This knife is an 
Anglo-Indian version of   
the British military pattern 6353,  
 
Collector Neil Champion notes: 
Most of the Indian Wooden scaled 
6353 types were made in Rawalpindi 
by RB Boota Singh & Sons. They 
were lightly stamped along the 
blade so most lettering will have 
worn off over time; some were also 
stamped Nizamabal, KC Works, 
Wazirabad, Delhi (Krishna Cutlery)”. 

Appears to be identical to 
knife reference 3.1.1. here. 

3.1.4. Nigel Abram collection 

 

 

Probable Indian Easy Opener Clasp 
Knife - made from c.1927-1940? 
Found by Martin Cook on a French 
Internet site. Description: “This 
interesting three-piece jack knife has 
flat chequered fibre scales without a 
bolster and an easy opener nick for 
the main blade. The can opener is of 
the WW1 type. It was reported as 
Sheffield made and is dated ‘1938’. 

Martin Cook agrees that it was 
made for the Indian Army: “I 
agree and also was made in 
India. Known makers and 
dates are:  AD & Co=Alla Ditta 
& Co Nizamabad.- Bhutto 
Bros, Nizamabad, Punjabstick 
& Cutlery Nazimabad Easy 
opener hybid jack knife seen 
with 1927, 30, 38 and 40 

file:///D:/Dropbox/KNIVES/AAA%20COLLECTOR%20NOTES/COACHMAN'S%20KNIVES%20and%20other%20clasp%20knives%20from%20British%20India/Early%20Draft/K._C%23_3.1.1_
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Copper staple. The marlin spike is 
marked ‘RP5’. Dimensionally, 
although no measurements were 
given it was larger than the regular 
WW2 knife, some of the Indian 
made variants were shown with it 
and it was larger than them, but not 
as big as the WW1 6353/1905 
pattern knife”. 

dates. One 
recorded as 
1958 is I suspect 
actually 1938” 

3.1.5. eBay seller “Doodlefroodle” 

 

 

‘Indian AP 301 Sailors Knife’ 
Seller’s description: “This is a very 
unusual old rigging knife. I have 
never seen this one before and I 
could not find one like it anywhere. 
The spike is marked with British 
military markings, and the spike 
tang is marked but I cannot read it. 
The spike runs alongside the blade 
on the back of the knife instead of 
on the front like some naval knives. 
It also has unusual pressed-horn 
handles scales. They were made 
from bull horn that was softened in 
water and then pressed with a 
checker grip design. At 4 3/4 inches 
closed, it is large and very heavy 
with very thick (3/16″) blades and 
springs. Has very hard snap like you 
expect from these old tools. I think it 
dates pre-1891”. 

Martin Cook’s 
observation: 
“AP301 style, 
so post 1910. 

I think Indian made WW1- 
WW2?  & the 45 marks could 
indicate 1945”. 
 
It is included in this “Pre-
1939” section because of its 
similarity to the British 
Admiralty Pattern 301 (AP301) 
clasp knife that came into 
service in c.1910. 

The stamping 
on the spike 
is unclear 
although the 
 is 

discernible. 
 

   

3.1.6. Michael Skriletz collection 

 
 

 

Indian-made alloy AP301  
Maker: DAYALBAGH PRODUCTS 
Uttar Pradesh. 
The owner has provided the 
following information regarding the 
maker. “Dayalbagh is a self-
sustaining cooperative that was 
founded in January 1915 in Agra in 
western Uttar Pradesh. Dayalbagh 
supplied leather buttons worth over 
a lac of Rupees to the Indian 
Government during the First World 
War. The profit that accrued from 
this transaction, went a long way in 
providing resources for further 
expansion of industry and other 
constructions in Dayalbagh. It was 
also decided to manufacture some 
new products such as knives, 
scissors and pens etc.” 

 
 
This trademark was copied 
from the advertisement 
shown in the first column that 
was published in a 1942 Indian 
publication ‘The Twentieth 
Century”. 

3.1.7. Neil Champion collection 

 

Maker: ALLA DITTA & CO. 
NIZAMABAD - based on the 
abbreviation “AD & CO” stamped on 
the mark side tang of the main 
blade, which also includes the date 
1927. This knife follows the style of 
the Sheffield-made “Easy Opener” 
knives that were issued to the 
British military 1920s to 1930s.  
 

Stamping on 
the main blade 
pile side tang.  

 
Stamping on 
the main blade 
mark side tang 
showing the 
date 1927. 
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It appears to be almost identical the 
knives referenced 3.2.11 here and 
3.2.12 here. 

 

3.2. Military Clasp Knives – Post-1939 
The CASK Collector Note “Military Clasp Knives1939 -1945” provides details of knives that 
were made in India and supplied to Indian troops during WW2 in section: “7. WORLD WAR 2 
INDIAN MILITARY CLASP KNIVES”.  This Catalogue of known examples is not intended to be a 
comprehensive documentation of Indian-made military clasp knives but rather uses such 
knives in various collections to provide an overview of what is generally available – to assist 
in their identification. The following twenty examples of Indian military clasp knives are 
copied from Appendix 5 of the Collector Note. 
 
Ron Flook’s “British & Commonwealth Military Knives” at page 211 provides a brief 
description of Indian “Pocket Knives”, as follows “Despite the large volume of production in 
Britain during World War Two it would appear that those for the forces in India were 
manufactured locally. The quality of these Indian -made knives is generally low, especially 
those with the red fibre grips. The later patterns with horn grips are more substantial.” 
 
Further, https://www.facebook.com/groups/1802219413312074  - which is the Facebook 
webpage for the “Military Jack Knives from Around The World” has a section that specifically 
focuses on “Indian Knives”, which is accessed from the home page, by clicking “Media”, then 
clicking “albums”, and then selecting “Indian Knives” for the display of 43 photos. The 
Introduction by UK collector David Thomas describes India made knives in the following 
terms “Those chunky rough looking knives, with a snap like a crocodile, hand cut irregular 
chequering on the scales frequently cut through the scale rivets, and often unknown 
mysterious stamps”. Of interest is that all but one of the knives shown are of the “three-
piece (main blade, tin opener, and marlin spike) style, with a majority having steel bolsters; 
those without bolsters have, in all cases, their pivot pins strengthened by the inclusion of a 
brass or steel washer. Also, there is one style of knife that differs from the others in that 
they are of the style commonly referred to be collectors as “easy openers” (see following 
examples – knife references 3.2.10 here, and 3.2.11. here), particularly the examples made 
by Wade and Butcher, and by John Watts). The three examples shown on the Facebook 
webpage are dated 1927, 1939, and 1940 and have a spearpoint main blade, whereas all of 
the other examples on the webpage reflect the smaller design introduced to the British 
military in 1939. 
 

The following notes were copied from “All About Pocket Knives Forum Re: British and 
Commonwealth Military Knives Post by ‘Rannard’ Thu Feb 17, 2022” with the title “INDIAN 
MADE WWII JACKKNIVES”: “The British Indian Army was so large and geographically 
dispersed that many small local contractors were used, rather than a large government 
factory. All three are noticeably different in their dimensions and it is difficult to identify their 
marks. India having no shortage of people, artisan manual labour was the order of the day. 
Machine tools were only used where essential”. 
 
“Indian made jackknives were serviceable but roughly finished compared to the Sheffield 
made article. Their scales are horn and were hand chequered after fitting to the body of the 
knife, before the bale was attached. One can see where the chequering file has scored the 
ends of the scale rivets. Natural material and hand chequering gives these knives a pleasing 
and distinctive appearance, rather more attractive than the British moulded black Bexoid 
plastic (cellulose acetate)”. 
 

The only other reference that has been identified by Martin Cook is the following sourced 
from the website: “Tales from the Supply Depot. Collecting British Empire Militaria. April 5, 
2017” posted by contributor “hatchfive”: “The Indian jack knife is very similar to those from 
the UK, but noticeably cruder in construction. The grip panels are thinner and less shiny than 

https://www.facebook.com/groups/1802219413312074
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those on the British jack knife and are probably made of a local substitute for the hard 
Bexoid plastic or horn used on other examples. The chequering is also less regular which 
leads me to suspect it is hand finished rather than produced on a machine. Other Indian 
knives can be found with red fibre grip panels. The jack knife has the usual combination of 
fold out blades. 

 

This example has manufacturer’s initials 
for ‘C.M.W.’ [Calcutta Metal Works. ed]. 
This example is faintly stamped ‘1942’. 
The whole knife is rounded off by a 
copper lanyard loop that allows it to be 
attached to a string lanyard and slung 
around the waist. 

Numerous variations of these knives abound, mainly because they production of these small 
items was put out to commercial tender by the Supply department rather than being made 
at a government factory in India”.  
 

The History of the Supply Department notes: “The Department maintained registers of 
contractors by categories. Invitations to tender were normally issued to all contractors 
registered as competent to produce the store required. This method was mainly used for the 
vast range of miscellaneous engineering and general stores which could be produced by the 
small contractors and where there still remained an element of competition, viz., buttons, 
badges, knives, forks, spoons, scissors, hollow ware, padlocks, crockery, tables, chairs etc.” 
 

Martin Cook also provided the following three examples that were on sale at the same time: 
 

   

“Exceptionally Nice WW2 Indian 
Made British Army Jack Knife 
Dated 1945. £35 World War 
Wonders”. 

“Bolster-less knife blade marked 
EMPIRE. £50 ‘uksteelcityvintage’ 
2018” 

“Unmarked, more crudely made 
£45 ‘uksteelcityvintage’ 2018”. 

 

3.2.1. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

MAKER: not known, possibly “S.K.S. 
1982” – see stamping on pile side 
tang of main blade. 
 
Given the style of the tin opener 
which suggests a date of pre-1945, 
it appears that the “1982”, if 
correct, is not a date. 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
4 inches (10.2cm). Scales: probably 
buffalo horn. Copper Shackle 
stamped “S” adjacent to pin. The 
incising on the scales is crude and 
shallow. 

Stamping on 
mark side 
tang of tin 
opener - best 
guess is: 

“CC/8 – 65 000025” (the 5 is 
unclear, and it could be 3). 
 

Stamping on 
pile side tang 
of main blade 
– “S.K.S 
1982” -? 

3.2.2. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

MAKER: not known but possibly 
“S.S.45” as stamped on mark side 
tang of the tin opener. 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
4 inches (10.2cm). Scales: probably 
buffalo horn. Copper Shackle. 
 

Stamping on 
mark side tang 
of tin opener 
“S.S.45” 
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Another known example with a tin 
opener similarly marked S.S. 45, 
and in addition has LD55 
stamped on the pile side – see knife 
reference 3.2.16. 

Stamping on 
mark side of 
spike - 
perhaps a 
small ‘spear 

head’ mark .  

3.2.3. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

MAKER: Muckland Iron (& Steel 
works) Lahore. 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
3 7/8 inches (9.8cm). Scales: 
probably buffalo horn. Copper 
Shackle 

Stamping on 
mark side of 
spike – best 
guess: 
“M. I. 40”   

Muckland Iron (& Steel works) 
Lahore, dated 1940. 

Stamping on 
pile side of 
spike: “F2”. 
 
 

3.2.4. Michael Skriletz collection 

 

1940 dated Indian jack knife with 
hand chequered horn scales. 
 
MAKER: Muckland Iron (& Steel 
works) Lahore. M.I., is stamped on 
the marlinespike. The owner 
suggests an alternative maker, 
being Indian Metal Industries in 
Calcutta, that was listed in the 1941 
edition of “Thacker's Directory of 
the Chief Industries of India, Burma 
and Ceylon”. The knife appears to 
be identical to knife reference 
3.2.3. shown immediately above. 

 
The above detail provided by 
the owner also makes 
reference to “Indian Metal 
Industries in Calcutta” 

3.2.5. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

MAKER: Nagpur Knife Factory. 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
3 ¾ inches (9.5cm). Scales: 
compressed hard fibre material. 
Copper Shackle 

Stamping on 
mark side tang 
of main blade:  
“N K F” Nagpur 
Knife Factory. 
Stamping on 

pile side of scale 
near the pivot 
pin - best guess:  
“BA 51”. 1942 

stamped on mark side scale  

3.2.6. Neil Champion collection 

 

Maker: not known 
 
The only stamping on the knife is 
“1939” on the mark side of the tin 
opener. The style of the knife is 
similar to the above knife – 
particular the absence of a metal 
bolster, and the lack of a cap lifter 
on the tin opener. The scales 
appear to be ‘ivorine’ which is a 
xylonite type product, and 
therefore it is possible that they are 
a replacement. 

 
 
The stamping on the mark side 
of the tin opener. 

3.2.7. Martin Cook collection 
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MAKER: Nagpur Knife Factory. 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
3 7/8 inches (9.8cm). Scales: 
compressed hard fibre material. 
Copper Shackle.  Fluted steel 
bolsters. 

Stamping on 
mark side tang 
of main blade -  
“N K F” 
Nagpur Knife 

Factory.  
 
1941 stamped on mark side 
scale  

3.2.8. Martin Cook collection 

 

MAKER: Nagpur Knife Factory. 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
3 7/8 inches (9.8cm). Scales: 
compressed hard fibre material. 
Copper Shackle. Flat steel bolsters 

Stamping on 
mark side tang 
of main blade:  
“N K F” being 
the Nagpur 
Knife Factory. 

 
1943 is stamped on mark side 
scale and also has an 
inspection mark is stamped on 
the scale near the pivot pin of 
SEO2. 

3.2.9. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

MAKER:  Empire Cutlery 
Manufacturer  
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
3 7/8 inches (9.8cm). Scales: 
probably   compressed hard fibre 
material. Replacement copper wire 
shackle 

EMPIRE 
stamped on 
the pile side 
tang of the 
main blade. 

Note: this knife and the 
following are the only 
examples in this catalogue that 
has a cap lifter as part of the 
tin opener. This upgrade was 
introduced into British made 
military knives in 1944, so it 
can be assumed that these 
knives were made after that 
date. 

3.2.10. Martin Cook collection 

 

MAKER: Empire Cutlery 
Manufacturer 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
3 7/8 inches (9.8cm). Scales: 
probably compressed hard fibre 
material. Original steel shackle. 
 
Note that it has a different pattern 
on the scales to the knife reference 
3.2.9 EMPIRE knife immediately 
above 

 

3.2.11. Source not known 

 

MAKER: blade shows “JOSEPH 
RODGERS & SONS” however the 
frame indicates Indian made. 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
3 7/8 inches (9.8cm). Scales: 
compressed hard fibre material. 
Copper Shackle.  Fluted steel 
bolsters 

It appears likely that this knife 
is a fake. It is possible that 
main blade is an original 
Joseph Rodgers & Sons 
Sheffield blade, however the 
body of the knife and the tin 
opener appear to be typically 
India made. 
 
Regarding the possible 
authenticity of the main blade, 
Martin Cook contends that it is 
a fake as the stamping is on 
the pile side of the blade 
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rather than the standard mark 
side, the letters/fonts on the 
‘Joseph Rodgers & Sons’ are 
very odd looking, and are of 
different sizes, and that he has 
never seen a Rodgers blade so 
stamped. My thoughts are that 
it would be an expensive 
investment to make false dies 
for stamping on a cheap knife, 
and that I have/had a similar 
knife. 

3.2.12. Martin Cook collection 

 

Maker: PUNJABSTICK & CUTLERY, 
NIZAMABAD. 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 
4 ½ inches (11.4cm). Scales: 
compressed hard fibre material. 
Copper Shackle. 
 

Stamping on 
mark side tang 
of main blade 

– PUNJABSTICK & CUTLERY, 
NIZAMABAD. 

Stamping on 
pile side tang 
of main blade 
– 1940. This 

knife follows the style of the 
Sheffield-made “Easy Opener” 
knives that were issued to the 
British military 1920s to 1930s. 

3.2.13. War Relics Forum 

 

Maker: “PUNJABSTICK & CUTLERY 
NAZIMABAD”. Source:  
http://www.warrelics.eu/forum/ed
ged-weapons/1940-jack-knife-bit-
different-26079/   
 
Seller’s description: “A 1940 dated 
jack knife. I’ve just found out that it 
was made in Nazimabad by 
Punjabstick & Cutlery. The scales 
are Buffalo horn with a copper bail, 
marlin spike and can opener. It is a 
touch under 4 ½” long.” 
 
It appears probable that this knife is 
the same knife shown above at 
knife reference 3.2.12. here 

Martin Cook 
advises “A 
most unusual 
knife with 
WW1 and 

WW2 influences. The spear 
point blade and early tin 
opener suggest WW1 origins, 
but the smaller size and ‘easy 
opener’ notch on the body and 
no metal bolster suggest a 
later manufacture, more WW2. 
The spike is marked with the 
number 7. 

   

 

The following three knives are in Martin Cook’s collection 

 

 

 
3.2.14. copper staple. Marked 
D.1.Pb:15/42/3 on tin opener, 
“M” on spike. The grips are very 
well-made chequered horn 

3.2.15. 3-piece, metal bolsters, tin 
opener is marked S&B 42, [i.e. 
date 1942], spike 

3.2.16. 3-piece marked S.S.45 on 
one side of the tin opener and 
LD55 on the other side. Very 
crude chequered horn grips. 

 

3.2.17. Neil Champion collection 

 

Maker: “S.S. 4 5” - as stamped on the 
mark side tang of the main blade.  
Knife reference 3.2.2 here has the 
same stamping. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

http://www.warrelics.eu/forum/edged-weapons/1940-jack-knife-bit-different-26079/
http://www.warrelics.eu/forum/edged-weapons/1940-jack-knife-bit-different-26079/
http://www.warrelics.eu/forum/edged-weapons/1940-jack-knife-bit-different-26079/
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This knife is in the style of a 
traditional Sheffield rope knife that 
was largely redundant by the end of 
the 19th century and was replaced 
by the AP301 that came into service 
in c.1910 – see knife references 3.1.5 
here and 3.1.6 here. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

3.3. Military Clasp Knives – “India Style” 
3.3.1. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 
 

 
 

 

Large size heavy Clasp Knife. 
 
The knife has a closed length of 5.5 
inches (14cm) and the total length 
fully opened is approximately 9.5 
inches (24cm). The handle has 
polished water buffalo horn scales 
that are inset into large front and 
rear brass bolsters. The blade, 
backspring, pivot pin and spring pin 
are carbon steel. The front and rear 
bolsters and liners and heavy 
ornamental pins are cast brass.  
 
This is a very well-made knife that 
has an excellent fit and finish. The 
blade has a half-stop and a strong 
snap when opening and closing. 

 

 
The stampings on the tang 
mark side and pile side, being 
a stylised: ‘K . S . A” and “+ +”, 
don’t provide any suggestion 
as to a known maker or to the 
country of origin. There are 
however stylistic features that 
suggest an Anglo-Indian origin. 

3.3.2. Source: GOOGLE search   

 

 
 

C.1880 Victorian Indian Penknife 
with Gold ‘Mavelikara’ on Blade. 
 
Seller’s description: 
“A very attractive c1880 Victorian 
Indian quality made Penknife 
decorated with the name of a 
Southern Indian district. The penknife 
is made of brass with antler slab 
grips. There is a single edged blade 
that has the name “+MAVELIKARA+” 
decorated in gold letters. There 
aren’t any maker’s details on the 
ricasso of the blade. Condition is very 
good, although worn. The handle has 
a small swivel knob that would have 
had a small brass ring.” 
 
 “Mavelikkara is a taluk and 
municipality in the Onattukara region 
of Alappuzha district in the Indian 
state of Kerala. Located in the 
southern part of the district on the 
banks of the Achankovil River. Size: 
17 cm (6 5/8 inches) Weight: 84g”.  
 

“Currently (i.e. October 2025) 
available at Parade Antiques, 
27 New St, Plymouth UK.  
Asking price £500.00”. 

3.3.3. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 
 

BARLOW style medium size heavy 
clasp knife 
 
The knife has a closed length of 4.25 
inches (11cm), water buffalo horn 
scales that are heavily incised with 
diagonal lines. The blade, inner-

There are no 
stampings or 
other 
markings 
anywhere on 

this knife, consequently there 
is no indication as to the 
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liners, backspring, pivot pin and 
backspring pin are carbon steel. The 
bolsters, rear cap and heavy 
ornamental pins are cast brass. There 
is file work on the exposed part of 
the backspring. The rear cap has a 
steel nodule fitted for attaching a 
lanyard which suggests a military 
association.  

maker or to the country of 
origin. There are however 
stylistic features that suggest 
an Anglo-Indian origin. 
This is a very well-made knife 
that has an excellent fit and 
finish. The blade has a half-
stop and a strong snap when 
opening and closing. 

3.3.4. sourced from GOOGLE Images 

 
 

 
 

 

BARLOW style – ornate, probably 
South Asian. 
 
Seller’s description: “THIS 7" 
FOLDING BOWIE, has a 5 3/4" heavy 
thick hollow ground clip blade, made 
of 1/4 "thick stock. The blade 
appears to be full and lightly 
sharpened, with some light scratches, 
with some grey and brown patina 
overall. The handles are large and 
very interesting with fancy brass 
large bolsters on top and bottom 
with the long top bolster being finely 
done with multi-grooves running 
vertically to the ricasso. The bottom 
bolster has finely checkered edges 
with a flat pommel which is curved 
and folded under, with a round brass 
drilled pommel cap. The scales are 
finely checkered black buffalo horn 
with three "DIAMOND" shaped 
shields on both sides. One of the 
three shields is missing on the back 
side, over brass milled and checkered 
liners. The 3/8" thick back spring has 
fancy file work on the edges. Quite a 
fine knife” 

Sold on eBay 22/04/09 for 
US$305 (AU$424.00). 2 bids, 
with starting price $300. 
 
Apparently previously sold by 
Northwest knives for $900 
where it was described as 
“Unknown, probably England 
or Scotland c. 1830s – 50s”. 
The full NW Knives description 
is almost identical to the 
description opposite. 

3.3.5. JB Military Antiques Morley, Australia 

 
 

 

Large folding hunter style knife 
 
Auction: October 18, 2020 
Lot 72: 19th C. British India folding 
bowie knife with bone hilt 
Est: $350 to AU$650 - sold: AU$400 
  
Seller’s description: 
“19th C. British India folding bowie 
knife with bone hilt. A beautiful and 
very large folder with polished 
hatched dark horn, brass hand tooled 
grips with side, press blade release. A 
sturdy single edged blade with bowie 
point tip, both sides bearing a 
running x design, light pitting toward 
point. Opens and closes firmly with 
edge sheath. A very nice, well-
balanced example. Overall length: 
33.2cm, Blade length: 20.5cm.” 
 
This style of handle has been noted 
on “Indian Bowie Knives” of the 19th 
century, see: 
https://www.michaeldlong.com/pro
duct/indian-bowie-knife-19-century/  

This knife has similar features 
to the knife described as: 
“RAMPUR C. P.” detailed at 
knife reference 3.6.1 here in 
this catalogue, in that the 
blade extends beyond the 
frame in the closed position 
and thus has a folding blade 
guard as protection. The 
locking mechanism is a lever 
built into the bolster that 
allows the blade to move 
freely when pressed – that is, 
both on opening and closing, 
which folds back into the 
frame when in use.  
Stylistically, however, the 
handle has a far more 
traditional appearance when 
compared to the extensive use 
of cast brass in the RAMPUR C. 
P. example. This suggests both 
a possible military connection, 
and an earlier date of 
manufacture than the 
RAMPUR knife. This knife 

https://www.michaeldlong.com/product/indian-bowie-knife-19-century/
https://www.michaeldlong.com/product/indian-bowie-knife-19-century/
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would have originally had an 
accompanying leather pouch. 

 

3.4. Empire Cutlery Manufacturer. Allahabad (a suburb of Wazirabad) 
3.4.1. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

 

 

Medium size lock-back clasp knife. 
 
The knife has a closed length of 4.25 
inches (11cm), with water buffalo 
horn scales and cast brass bolsters 
and liners. The blade, backspring, 
pins, and shackle are carbon steel. 
This is a generally well-made knife 
that has a good fit and finish. The 
blade has a half-stop and a strong 
snap when opening and closing. The 
shackle is very lightweight which is 
typical of Anglo-Indian made knives. 

“Empire 
Cutlery” is 
one of many 
knife 

manufacturers located in 
Allahabad – a suburb of 
Wazirabad, in the Punjab 
province of Pakistan, and is 
assumed to have been in 
operation from prior to the 
partition of Anglo-India in 
1947. 
  
Any further research by 
Google is limited to the US 
“Empire Knife Company” that 
was a major contributor to the 
development of the cutlery 
industry in the US in the late 
19th century. It is assumed 
that there is no link between 
the two. 
 
Note: two EMPIRE military 
knives are also detailed at 
knife references 3.2.7. here 
and 3.2.8. here, and 3.4.2. 
immediately below. 

3.4.2. Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 

MAKER:  Empire Cutlery 
Manufacturer. 
 
Closed length (including turnscrew) 3 
7/8 inches (9.8cm). Scales: probably   
compressed hard fibre material. 
Replacement copper wire shackle. 

NOTE: This is the same knife 
detailed as knife reference 
3.2.9. here. 

 

3.5. Krishna Cutlery Works. Wazirabad 
The following three knives are clearly stamped with words/letters that associate them with 
the Krishna Cutlery Works that was a major cutlery manufacturer in Wazirabad Punjab, now 
in Pakistan following Partition and the dissolution of the Raj in 1947. It is the administrative 
capital of Wazirabad District. Famous for its cutlery products, it is known as the city of 
cutlery. A large coachman’s knife manufactured by the Krishna Cutlery Works is detailed at   
2.3.2. “K. C. WORKS WAZIRABAD” in the above “ANGLO-INDIAN COACHMAN’S KNIVES” section of 
this catalogue. 
 

3.5.1. Source: GOOGLE search 

 

Maker: K. C. WORKS WAZIRABAD 
(being Krishna Cutlery Works. 
Wazirabad) 
 
Source: GOOGLE search. 
This knife is an Anglo-Indian version 
of the British military pattern 6353.  
The official British description is 
“Knife, Clasp with Tin Opener and 
Marline Spike”, with scales to be 
“checkered black horn” and a closed 

British military 
pattern 6353 
knife was 
introduced 
into service in 

1905 and remained in service 
until 1939. The British knife 
commonly had chequered 
buffalo horn scales, and the 
early (probably prior to 1914) 
version had a copper shackle. 
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length of 4 7/8 inches. This Anglo-
Indian knife has wood scales and a 
copper shackle. There is stamping on 
the scale that is no longer legible.  
 
It is probable that this knife was 
made c.1914 for issue to Indian Army 
soldiers serving in WW1. 
 
NOTE: this is a duplicate of the knife 
reference 3.1.1. detailed in the 
section “Military clasp knives – pre-
1939” here. 

An example is detailed in Ron 
Flook’s “British and 
Commonwealth Military 
Knives” (page 212 Plate 513). 
Flook mistakenly states that 
the main blade is marked 
“NIZAMABAL” whereas the 
correct spelling is 
NIZAMABAD. 

3.5.2. Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 
 

 
 

 

MAKER: KCW & Co. (being Krishna 
Cutlery Works. Wazirabad) 
 
Large lock-back folding bowie 
 
The knife has a closed length of 8 1/8 
inches (20.5mm) and an open length 
of 12 inches (30.5cm) and bone 
scales.  Apart from the blade, spring 
and pins which are carbon steel, all 
other metal parts are cast brass. 
 
The knife is the same style as that 
described as a “Large lock-back 
folding bowie” in the “No.6 
SHEFFIELD STEEL” category (see knife 
G.1. following), however there are 
differences in scale and other 
characteristics which suggest that 
they were not made by the same 
manufacturer. Significantly, there is 
no reference to “SHEFFIELD STEEL” 
as the stamping on the blade face is 
“SUPERIOR STEEL”.  

The tang of 
the blade is 
stamped 
“KCW & Co.” 

over “J & K” which I thought 
might stand for “Jammu & 
Kashmir” which is 
administered by India as a 
union territory, although the 
region is not known as a 
cutlery manufacturing area.  
 
The pile side tang is stamped 
with two Maltese cross’s  
“+ +”, and the face of the main 
blade is stamped “SUPERIOR 
STEEL” over two lines. 
 
NOTE: unlike the slightly 
smaller knife detailed at knife 
reference 3.7.1. here, this 
knife has minimal blade 
stamping that falsely suggests 
an association with the 
Sheffield maker Joseph 
Rodgers & Sons. 

3.5.3 Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 

 

 

MAKER: KCW & Co. (being Krishna 
Cutlery Works. Wazirabad) 
 
Small lock-back knife 
 
The knife has a closed length of 5.25 
inches (13,4cm), and with the blade 
folded out the total length is 8.125 
inches (20.9cm), with bone scales.  
All metal parts are carbon steel, and 
show extensive pitting caused by rust 
(since removed). 
 

The knife is 
stamped “K 
C W” on the 
mark side 
tang and is 
assumed to 
be made by 

the Krishna Cutlery Works.  

 

3.6. Rampur C.P Best ♔Steel. Rampur, Uttar Pradesh 
3.6.1. Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 

Large folding hunting knife with 
folding blade guard. 
 

Both the mark side tang and 
the folding blade guard are 
stamped “RAMPUR C.P.” 

file:///D:/Dropbox/KNIVES/AAA%20COLLECTOR%20NOTES/COACHMAN'S%20KNIVES%20and%20other%20clasp%20knives%20from%20British%20India/Early%20Draft/K._C%23_3.1.1_
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Length closed approx. 9 inches 
(23cm). Overall length with folding 
blade guard closed 13.5 inches 34cm. 
Scales polished black water buffalo 
horn. Apart from the blade, spring 
and pins which are carbon steel, all 
other metal parts are cast brass. 
 
This is a large, heavy and well-made 
knife 

above “BEST ♔ STEEL”. The 

“♔” mark is stamped at three 
places on the blade guard. 

 

3.7. “No.6. SHEFFIELD STEEL” style knives – assume various makers 
Clasp knives incorporating the words “No.6 SHEFFIELD STEEL” stamped on the mark side 
tang that are assumed to suggest an association with the well-known Sheffield manufacturer 
“Joseph Rodgers & Sons” are perhaps the best-known Indian clasp knives to antique knife 
collectors. For the record, there has never been a Joseph Rodgers knife pattern that has any 
similarity to these knives. The evidence that such knives were of Anglo-Indian origin can be 
seen in knife reference 3.5.2. in the “Krishna Cutlery Works” section of this catalogue here.  
Although slightly smaller than the similar style knives detailed following, the KCW “lock-back 
folding bowie” knife is clearly stamped with KCW details. Such knives will also commonly 
have “SHEFFIELD STEEL” or “SUPERIOR STEEL” stamped on the blade face. 

3.7.1. Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 
 
NOTE: these black-horn lock-back 
folding bowie knives are slightly 
smaller than the white bone handle 
version shown at knife reference 
3.5.2. here. 

Large lock-back folding ‘bowie’ 
 
The knife has a closed length of 7.5 
inches (19cm), and with the blade 
folded out the total length is 11.5 
inches (29cm), and polished water 
buffalo scales.  Apart from the blade, 
spring and pins which are carbon 
steel, all other metal parts are cast 
brass. 

The face of the blade is 
stamped “SHEFFIELD 
STEEL” over two lines. There 
is no mark side stamping 
however the pile side tang is 
lightly stamped with a stylised 
“+ +”. The brass bolster on 
both sides is heavily embossed 
“№6”. 

3.7.2. Source: eBay sale October 2007 

 

“RARE Sheffield ‘BOWIE’ folding No. 
6 Hunting Knife” 
 
Seller’s description: “Very rare 
Sheffield Bowie Knife from the 
1800's. This is a completely original 
folding Bowie hunting knife. 
Measures appx. 12 inches long. 
Measures appx. 8.5 inches closed. 
This heavy-duty knife is in very good 
condition and is extremely sturdy and 
tight. This is a very rare old Sheffield - 
try to find another No. 6. This very 
nice knife features horn handles.” 

Item condition: Used. 
Ended 09 Nov, 20/10/2007 
Winning bid: US $201.50. [2 
bids] 
Approximately AU $203.15 
 
The blade stamping appears to 
be “SHEFFIELD STEEL” over 
two lines, however, there 
doesn’t appear to be any tang 
stamping of “No.6 SHEFFIELD 
STEEL” 

3.7.3. Source: JC MILITARIA 

 
 

 

Joseph Rodgers (copy) currently for 
sale on UK website (as of October 
2025). 
 
Seller’s description: “Victorian Joseph 
Rodgers & Sons 6 Norfolk Street, 
Sheffield ‘Hunting Knife’ Folding 
Bowie With Polished Horn Scales, 
German Silver Fittings & Later 
Quality Bespoke Made Scabbard.”  
 

This knife has been listed in 
the JC MILITARIA catalogue for 
many months - from at least 
mid-2024. 
 
Of interest is the blade 
stamping on the blade face, 
being “HUNTING KNIFE” over 
two lines which is uncommon. 
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Asking price £575.00 The mark side tang has the 
standard “No.6 SHEFFIELD 
STEEL” stamp. 

3.7.4. Source: St. Croix Blades 

 
 

 

Joseph Rodgers Sheffield Knife - 
Folding Bowie - Swing Guard 
Hunting Antique 
 
Sellers description: 
“Joseph Rodgers Sheffield knife for 
sale.  This is the Joseph Rodgers 
folding swing guard Bowie.  This 
knife would make a fine addition to 
any collection. The blade is marked 
‘Sheffield Steel’.  The ricasso is 
stamped ‘No.6 Sheffield Steel’.  On 
the reverse side, Joseph Rodgers’ two 
cross stamps are visible. Overall 
length in the open position is 12 
3/16.   The blade itself measures 7 
1/8″. The front bolster is marked 
‘No.6’.  The handle scales are made 
of horn”. 

This knife was listed on the St. 
Croix Blades website (March 
2026). The list price was 
US$295, and it appears to 
have been sold. 
 

 

3.7.5. Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 
 

 
 

 

Large lock-back folding jack knife. 
 
The knife has a closed length of 
approximately 6.25 inches (16cm), 
and with the blade folded out the 
total length is 11 inches (29cm).  
 
The knife has water buffalo scales 
with diagonal cuts that were applied 
after fitting.  The blade, spring, liners 
and pins are carbon steel. It has a 
copper shackle with ornamental 
stamping. 

The mark side 
tang has the 
standard 
“No.6 

SHEFFIELD STEEL” stamp. 
 
The face of the blade is 
stamped “SUPERIOR STEEL” 
on one line. The mark side 
tang is stamped “No.6 
SHEFFIELD STEEL” and the pile 
side tang is lightly stamped 
with two stylised Maltese 
cross’s “+ +”. 

The adjacent 
photo details 
the 
ornamental 
stamping on 
the copper 
shackle  

3.7.6. Source:  eBay November 2022 – “SUPERIOR STEEL” 

 

“Vintage Old Sheffield #6 Large 
Folding Pocket Knife – asking price 
US$95.00” 

The clip point blade appears to 
be identical to the knife shown 
immediately above, including 
the blade stamping “SUPERIOR 
STEEL”, although italic in style. 

3.7.7. Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 
 

 

Large lock-back automatic jack 
knife. 
 
The knife has a closed length of 
approximately 6 inches (15.5cm), and 
with the blade folded out the total 
length is 10.6 inches (27cm), with 
bone scales.  The blade, spring, liners 
and pins are carbon steel, and the 

The face of the blade is 
stamped “SHEFFIELD STEEL” 
on one line. The mark side is 
stamped “No.6 SHEFFIELD 
STEEL” and the pile side tang is 
heavily stamped with two 
Maltese cross’s  
“+ +”. 
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bolsters and auto-locking mechanism 
are cast brass. 

3.7.8. Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 
 

 

Lightweight lock-back automatic 
jack knife. 
 
The knife has a closed length of 
approximately 5 inches (12.5cm), and 
with the blade folded out the total 
length is 9 inches (23cm), and 
polished water buffalo scales.  The 
blade, spring and pins are carbon 
steel, and the bolsters and liners are 
cast brass. It has a lightweight 
shackle with ornamental stamping. 

The 
lightweight 
shackle with 
ornamental 
stamping.  
 
 
 

The face of the blade is 
stamped “SHEFFIELD STEEL” 
on one line. The mark side is 
stamped “No.6 SHEFFIELD 
STEEL” and the pile side tang is 
lightly stamped with a stylised 
“* *”. 

 

3.8. “R. Friends & Co. Wazirabad” 
3.8.1. Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 
 

 
 

 

MAKER: “FRIENDS & Co. CUTLERS”. 
 
Purchased November 2022, from 
Indian based eBay seller 
“antiquehaat”. 
 
NOTE that the bolsters have been 
replaced by me, and I now regret 
doing it. The 2nd and 3rd of the 
adjacent photos show the condition 
of the knife when purchased. 
 
Seller’s description: “This Antique Old 
Rare Friend & Co. Stage horn hilt. 
Iron Blade Folding Knife England? is 
Ready to be Part Of your Collection. 
Size when open: 11 x 1 x .5 inches 
approx. Size when closed: 15.5 x 3.5 x 
1.5 cm approx. Weight: 160 Grams 
approx.”.   
    

Blade face: “RIENDS & Co 
CUTLERS” (NOTE, it is 
probable that the name is 
“FRIENDS”).  Mark side tang 
stamp is part indiscernible but 
is assumed to be “No.3 IZZAT 
KHAN WAZIRABAD” 
 

Pile side 
tang: 
double 
crossed 
keys – a 

copy of Sheffield mark used by 
JOHN NOWILL & SONS. It is 
speculated that the blade was 
made by NOWILL and supplied 
in bulk to FRIENDS for fitting 
to the frames made by them. 
 
 
 

3.8.2. Lawrie Wilson Collection 

 
 

 

MAKER: The mark side tang is 

stamped: “No.6 IZZAT KHAN 
WAZIRABAD” over three lines.  
 
This knife was purchased on Feb. 17, 
2026, from Indian based eBay seller 
“vintagecollections2015” and is 
shown in original condition. 
 
Sellers description: “Antique No.6 
Wazirabad Stag Antler Horn Handle 
Folding Knife Collectible.  
Size (Open) - 11.25 x 0.8 Inches,  
Size (Close) - 6.1 x 1.25 x 0.75 
Inches”. 

 
 
The reason that it is included 
in this “3.8. R. Friends & Co. 
Wazirabad” section is that the 
location address appears to be 
almost identical to the one 
immediately above. 

 

3.9. “ICI”. Assumed to be a manufacturer’s initials 
3.9.1. Lawrie Wilson Collection 
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Extra-large Lock-back Jack Knife, 
purchased in Jaipur India in 2004. 
 
This is a massive piece of folding 
cutlery. The closed length of the 
knife frame is 9.75 inches (25cm); 
when including the extra-large 
shackle which operates the locking 
mechanism, the closed length is 11 
inches (29cm). At its widest point it is 
1.375 inches, and has a thickness of 
0.75 inches, and weighs 1.5lb (700g). 
Its open length is 17.5 inches (44cm). 
The backspring and blade were made 
from ¼ inch (0.5cm) steel bar. 
 
It has an all-steel frame with possibly 
integral liners and front-end bolsters, 
the back-end bolsters appear to be 
non-integral. 
Hard wood scales – maybe ebony, 
with the incised embellishments 
being applied after fitting as the 
parallel lines run through the steel 
pins. 
 
The blade locking mechanism uses 
the extra solid shackle to raise the 
back spring which enables the blade 
to be rotated – on opening through a 
1/4 stop, 1/2 stop, and 3/4 stop; on 
closing, once the back spring has 
been raised, the blade freely rotates 
to closure. 
 

The heavy 
stampings on 
the mark side 
blade face and 
tang are shown 
on the last 
photo opposite. 

It is assumed that the “ICI” stamping 
on the tang is the manufacturers 
initials.  

It is possible 
that the 
adjacent 
photo is a 
trademark. 

 
The 
adjacent 
photo 
shows the 
heavy 
stamping 
on the pile 
side tang. 

 
The back story to the purchase 
is that I was wandering around 
Jaipur looking for “antique 
pocket knives” and obviously 
the ‘word got out that there 
was a crazy Australian buyer in 
town’. The owner turned up at 
my hotel and showed me this 
knife; he had limited English - 
but sufficient to be hard 
negotiator. We ultimately 
reached agreement on the 
price. During the negotiations 
he would refer to the knife as 
“crocodile” knife, but it was 
many years later that it 
dawned on me that he was 
most likely associating the 
knife with “Crocodile Dundee” 
as he was aware that I was 
Australian. 

 

3.10. “DURBAR”. 
3.10.1. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

“DURBAR” small utility knife 
 
The knife has a closed length of 3.5 
inches (9cm), cast brass scales and 
centre liner. The main blade and 
small blade have rounded points, but 
it is probable that they originally had 
a sheepfoot shape.  
 
The tools on the topside are a 
quarter-round reamer and 
corkscrew, and on the underside is 
the main blade and a pen blade, a 
turnscrew and tin opener.  
 
This style of small utility knife – albeit 
with steel scales, was common in the 
early 20th century, and the absence 

This is the 
stamping on 

the face of the main blade. 
There are no other stampings 
or other markings anywhere 
on this knife that would be an 
indication as to the maker or 
to the country of origin. 
According to Wikipedia, a 
Durbar “refers to a formal 
court or audience hall, 
especially in the context of an 
Indian ruler or British colonial 
authority”. This suggests that 
the knife may possibly have an 
Anglo-Indian origin. 
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of a cap-lifter (bottle opener) 
suggests pre-WW1. This example, 
however, is the only one in my 
extensive collection of all-metal small 
utility knives that has cast brass 
scales. 

 

3.11. “PAKISTAN” 
3.11.1. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

 

 

Medium-sized lock-back folding jack 
knife. 
 
Maker not Known 
 
Closed length 4.5 inches (11.5cm) not 
including shackle. Full open size 
approx. 8 inches (20cm). Steel blade, 
backspring, pivot pin, and spring pin. 
Brass bolsters and liners, other four 
pins are copper. Horn (possibly ivory) 
scales. 

The only stamping is 
“PAKISTAN” on the pile-side 
tang. 
 
The knife would have been 
made after 1947 in post-
partition Pakistan, but in 
terms of style is certainly in 
the tradition of Anglo-Indian 
made knives. 

 

3.12. Various large and medium-sized Jack Knives of unknown origin but 
probably Anglo India. 

3.12.1. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 
 

 

Large Jack Knife – ‘artisan made’, 
but with very solid snap at half-stop 
and on opening and closing. 
 
Purchased in Udaipur in 2004. 
 
Closed length 7.125 inches (18cm) 
not including shackle. Full open size 
13 inches (33cm). Steel frame, blade, 
pins, and spring, with a copper 
shackle. The scale panels are black 
horn and bone. 

 

3.12.2. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 
 

 

 

“Antique Old Rare Stage Horn 
Handle Solid Iron Blade Folding 
Knife” 
 
Purchased on October 17, 2022, from 
Indian based eBay seller 
“antiquehaat”. 
 
Sellers description: “Antique Old Rare 
Stage Horn Handle Solid Iron Blade 
Folding Knife England? This is Very 
Rare Antique Old Rare Stage Horn 
Handle Solid Iron Blade Folding”. 

The mark side tang shows 
evidence that there was 
originally significant stamping 
however the only legible mark 
now is “… ROA…” on the last 
line. 

3.12.3. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 
 

Large Jack Knife  
 
Purchased in Udaipur in 2004. 
 
Closed length 5.5 inches (14cm) not 
including shackle. Full open size 
9.375 inches (24cm). Steel frame, 
blade, pins, and spring. The scales 
are stag horn. 

The only 
stamping is 
“xxxxxx” on the 
mark side tang, 
which is a 

further indication that the 
knife was most likely Anglo-
Indian manufactured.  
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3.12.4. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 
 

 
 

 

Medium sized Jack Knife with 
leather pouch and belt loop. 
 
Purchased in Sri Lanka in early 1980s 
 
Closed length 4.625 inches (12cm) 
not including shackle. Full open size 
8.5 inches (21.7cm). Steel frame, 
blade, pins, and spring. Hard wood 
scales. 
 
A well-made knife with a strong back 
spring. Very solid snap at half-stop 
and on opening and closing. File 
work on back spring and blade back. 

 

3.12.5. Lawrie Wilson collection 

 

Large jack knife tang stamped 
M.I.Ltd - which is assumed to be a 
mark of Muckland Iron (& Steel 
works) Lahore. 
 
The light wire shackle is a common 
feature of Indian made knives. The 
style of this knife suggests it was 
made well after the colonial India era 
ended in 1947 and possibly dates 
sometime in the last 30+ years. 

Details of 
tang 
stamp.  

4 CONCLUSION 
 

Specifically related to “Coachman’s knives”, the principal conclusion is to repeat the 
observation detailed in the second paragraph of section “1. BACKGROUND” in regard to 
“Coachman’s Knives”, being: “What is apparent is that there is an extensive body of evidence 
that indicates that knives similar to mine were made in colonial India and, conversely, no 
evidence emerged that indicates such knives were ever made in the UK, or elsewhere in 
Europe.” 
 
Having spent many hours assembling all of the available information on this perhaps unique 
style of “Coachman’s Knife” – and in the process also assembling information on other styles 
of clasp knives manufactured in British India, there are still many questions that remain 
unanswered – for example: a chronology - or even a simple time frame for their introduction 
and demise in both British India and the UK; what was the motivation for their 
manufacture? Were they ‘made-to-order’, and, if so, for whom? 
 
Given, as stated above, that there is an extensive body of evidence which indicates that 
these Coachman’s knives were made in British India, the question remains as to what was 
their intended market? As a starting point, it is now apparent that there are common 
characteristics that are evident in the great majority of the examples that are detailed in 
section “2. ANGLO-INDIAN COACHMAN’S KNIVES” of this Collector Note, which suggests the 
possibility that they originated from a single manufacturer. If this is correct, then based on 
all currently available evidence, the manufacturer was KRISHA CUTLERY WORKS 
WAZIRABAD based in the city of Wazirabad, Punjab (now in Pakistan but prior to partition in 
1947 was part of British India) as detailed in knife reference “2.3.2. K. C. WORKS 
WAZIRABAD” in section 2.3 here. The common elements are the overall size of the knife and 
the style of the blades and tools; the differences are the number of backsprings (ranging 

file:///D:/Dropbox/KNIVES/AAA%20COLLECTOR%20NOTES/COACHMAN'S%20KNIVES%20and%20other%20clasp%20knives%20from%20British%20India/K._C%23_2.3.2._
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from four to six), and the scales (being either stag horn or ivory). In addition, there are two 
‘8-Backspring Take-Apart Slot Knives’, being knife references 2.4.1. here, and 2.4.2. here 
which have some of the ‘common characteristics. 

 
The adjacent knife is detailed in knife reference 2.1.1. 
here. It is a large well-constructed heavy-duty 
implement, more in the style of a hand tool than an 
item of fine cutlery. It is very well made in terms of 
blade ‘walk and talk’ although there are no half-stops. 
The top face of the hoof pick is heavily engraved with 
scroll motifs, as are parts of the bolsters. Regarding the 
“perhaps unique style of Coachman’s Knife” as 
suggested in the 2nd paragraph above, no other knives 
with similar attributes (such as size and style) have 
been identified that were manufactured in any of the 
other major cutlery centres of the world – such as 
Sheffield, Solingen, Thiers, Bohemia, etc. This also 
raises the question as to ‘what are they’, and what was 
their intended purpose? 
 
To answer this question, it is important to understand 
the context in which they were manufactured – 
assumed to be late 19th century British colonial India 

(i.e. the “British Raj”). The country was, to varying degrees, administered and managed by 
the United Kingdom through a vast Civil Service and Military Service, together with extensive 
private business and commercial interests, and which was, collectively, managed primarily 
by a vast number of British nationals. This suggests that the purchasers of these knives were 
the British administrators and businessmen who perhaps recognised them as a unique 
souvenir of their time spent in India – and as a product that exhibited all the characteristics 
of a top-quality Sheffield product but which was of a size that was unavailable in the United 
Kingdom, and probably even unaffordable if it were Sheffield made. 
 
“Context” is also a consideration when undertaking the selection for the range of blades and 
tools to be included, and whether such choice can assist when attempting to determine a 
chronology for such knives. Regrettably, they were of little assistance: the array of leather-
working tools on the topside is common to most Horseman’s knife patterns made in 
Sheffield from the early – mid 19th century through to the end of WW1; corkscrews were 
equally common, and button hooks were slowly phased out in the late -19th and early 20th 
centuries; the inclusion of the tin opener is interesting, they were included in clasp knives 
during the Boer War but the style of tin opener indicates early 20th century; conversely, 
cock spur saws were common in sportsmen’s knives in the early 19th century but appear to 
have been generally phased out by the mid-19th century, although two sportsmen’s 
“Exhibition Knives” made by George Wostenholm, that were featured at the Great 
Exhibition at the Crystal Palace in Hyde Park London in 1851, did include such saws.  
 
To understand their “intended purpose” is even more challenging. They are commonly 
referred to by collectors as a “Coachman’s Knife” due to the inclusion of a carriage key (i.e. 
the item that pivots out of the centre of the hoof-pick (its purpose being to open carriage 
doors – both horse-drawn and railway), although I have found no usage of such a name as a 
specific pattern in any of the Sheffield cutlery trade catalogues that I have access too.  
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There are however many examples detailed above, 
particularly the “4-Backspring Version” (see knife 
reference 2.7.5. here) that don’t have a carriage key 
and therefor exhibit more of the common 
characteristics of a Sheffield-made horseman’s knife 
including the common array of leather-working tools 
on the topside.  
 
Typical example of a Sheffield-made sportsman’s 
knives with four backsprings from the late 19th 

century are detailed in the CASK collector Note “19th & early 20th Century British 
Sportsmen’s Knives” at “2.3. Single-ended Sportsmen’s knives”. The following example is 
taken from “2.3.1.1. The hinged bolster type”, with the illustration sourced from the Army & 
Navy C.S.L. 1883 catalogue in the section titled “Sporting, Pocket Knives, &c.” and is 
described as a “No. 1. Stag Horn Sporting Knife” (see illustration below left). Note also, that 
this same illustration and text (apart from the price) is included in the Army & Navy C.S.L. 
1907 catalogue. The price has increased from 7/6 each to 9/3 each. 
 

 

 
Maker: The mark side tangs are all 
stamped “J. POUND & CO. LEADENHALL 
St.”, which is a London address, 
however the pile side tangs are stamped 
“SHEFFIELD MADE”. 

The knife has a closed length of 5 inches (12.7cm), stag horn scales with rectangular shield, 
and iron bolster and liners. The blades are sheepfoot, saw, and pen blade; on the topside is 
a corkscrew (broken) drill, and quadrangular borer, and the slide out tools are a pick and 
tweezer. There are obvious similarities  between this knife and the Anglo-Indian version 
described on the previous page in terms of style, blades and tools, however its combined 
size and weight would have made it less attractive as an everyday-use hand-tool, especially 
when compared to all-metal “Champagne pattern” knives for example, which were first 
introduced to the market in the mid-1870s, and which were hugely popular as a ‘pocket 
knife’ right through to the end of WW1 (ref CASK Collector Note “Champagne Pattern 
pocket knives and multi-tool variants” at www.cask.info. 
 
The second question, which is most relevant to the “Standard Pattern 6-Backspring version 
with Carriage Key” detailed at 2.1 here, is whether it is ‘fit for purpose’? With a closed 
length of 5.5 inches (14cm), a width of 1.4 inches (1.3mm) and weighing 66grams (1.45 lbs), 
it’s certainly not a handy knife to carry around in a pocket – it really would belong in a tool 
box.  

http://www.cask.info/
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This ‘tool box’ connection should not be ignored 
however, as a hand-tool available to coachmen who 
may have to attend to any number of unforeseen 
tasks on a daily basis, it could be very useful and 
therefore ‘fit for purpose’. Whether this purpose was 
anticipated when the design for the knife was 
originated will probably never be known. I personally 
favour the scenario that the design was not intended 
to target a specific purpose but rather was a multitool 
that could address every purpose, very much like a 
multiblade Swiss Army Knife today. 
 

The final conclusion, that again needs to be emphasised, is that no evidence emerged that 
indicates such knives were ever made in the UK, or elsewhere in Europe; in fact all evidence 
concludes that they were made in British India, with a strong indication that a single 
manufacturer may have been responsible – being “KRISHA CUTLERY WORKS WAZIRABAD”. 
 
There are two examples detailed in this Collector Note that claimed to be Sheffield made -
based on dubious stamping. One of these - being knife references 2.6.3. here is marked with 
a partially visible manufacturer’s name ‘Butcher Sheffield’ – a reference to the well-known 
Sheffield company “W. & S. BUTCHER”. More importantly, the various company marks of W. 
& S. BUTCHER are well-documented: Richard Washer’s “The Sheffield Bowie & Pocket Knife 
makers 1825 – 1925” shows seven marks (page 29), “Goins’ Encyclopedia of Cutlery 
Markings” shows five, and Tweedale shows four, however the stamping on that knife has 
neither the quality nor content to match any of the known markings. The other example 
(knife references 2.1.3. here) is purported to be marked “W. Butcher Sheffield” on the 
“Pick/Puller” but no evidence is provided. 
 
The second part of this “CATALOGUE OF KNOWN ANTIQUE ANGLO-INDIAN KNIVES” 
Collector Note documents an extensive variety of clasp knives that were made in British 
India from probably the late-19th century to at- least partition in 1947 - and in one case to 
c.2000s. It highlights examples of a range of clasp knives that were copies of British military 
patterns, other large jack knives patterns where British styles are discernible, and other 
clasp knives that exhibit style that show no influence from British/Sheffield patterns. 
 
Finally, this brief exploration of antique Anglo-Indian knives shows that there is still much 
work to be done in understanding the perhaps symbiotic connection between the cutlery 
industries of the United Kingdom and British India from the creation of the British Raj in 
1858 through to partition and creation of the independent republics of India and Pakistan in 
1947. 
 

The authors thank the many collectors who provided information regarding Anglo-Indian 
knives in their collections. Without such information this Collector Note would be nowhere 
near as comprehensive. As with all CASK Collector Notes, this is a ‘never-ending-story’, so 
we would be most pleased to receive new information on possible Anglo-Indian knives, 
together with any comments, corrections, etc. 

5 AUTHORS: 
 Lawrie Wilson Martin Cook 
 Story teller Technical expert 
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APPENDIX 1: MARTIN COOK’S COMPILATION OF KNOWN INDIAN 
FOLDING KNIFE MAKERS       

 
 

AD & Co = Alla Ditta & Co. Nizamabad. – “Easy opener” hybrid jack knife 1927, 30, 40 dates 
AS & Sons Ltd - 1916 Kukri, WW2 jack knife 
ASR5, HJ44 – WW2 jack knife 
 
BUTT 42 – WW2 jack knife 
Bhutto Bros, Nizamabad – ‘1958’ easy opener, probably 1938. [now confirmed to 1938 .ed] 
BMC44. SP5 – WW2 jack knife 
 
C.M.W. = Calcutta Metal Works - 1942 jack knife, WW2 kukris, Chindit bowie 
 
Dayalbagh = “Dayalbagh, Agra Uttar Pradesh” - an ashram that secured Government 
contracts for buttons and knives - WWI jack knife    
D.I.Pb: 15/42/3 and D.I Pb 31. 1942 - jack knives WW2 
D.I.B 52.  CDI. – jack knife 1952 
DURBAR - small brass scales utility knife 
 
EMPIRE - Empire Cutlery Allahabad, suburb of Wazirabad, WW2 jack & Lock back knife. 
 
FRIENDS & Co.- 1940 dated jack knife & large jack knife with stag grips 
F.D.C. ’42 – jack knife WW2 
 
GOAT BRAND 1.I.?. – WW2 jack knife. 
GM = “Gurmukh and Company, Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh”, modern Indian Navy knife 
“Gurmukh & Co. Hem Chand Compound, Aligarh, Uttar Pradesh”. Modern India Navy knives 
 
H.J. 44, also HJ44 ASR5, HJ 42, HJ 47, -- WW2 jack knives 
HM 43 -- WW2 jack knife   
 
I.B. & Sons --1949 Jack knife 
I.C.C. 45 SR56 – WW2 jack knife 
ICI - manufacturer’s initials? Large lockback knife 
India Works – 3-piece jack knife dated 1940 
I.S. & Sons.  SR26 - 1944 Jack knife 
ITC 1959 -- Jack Knife and ITC 1964—Jack knife bone scales 
 
JNB - may be “JAYNESBY” a wartime manufacturer from Sialkot, Punjab. 
 
K C WORKS, WAZIRABAD = Krishna Cutlery Works - large WW1 6353 jack knife wood grips 
KCW & Co. over “J & K” - Krishna Cutlery Works, Jammu & Kashmir? lockback knives 
KHAWR? 45 – WW2 jack knife 
KMIS -- 1945 jack knife    
LLS --1943 Jack Knife  
MAVELIKARA – c.1880 Victorian Indian Penknife with “MAVELIKARA” on blade in gold. 
M.E. – “easy opener” style jack knife dated 1926  
Mh R1 –WW2 Jack knife  
M. I. 40” = Muckland Iron (& Steel works) Lahore, jack knife dated 1940 
M.S. 45+ -- 1945 Jack knife 
 
NDW 42 --1942 Jack Knife   
NKF. = Nagpur Knife Factory - WW2 jack knives, red fibre & wood scales 
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N.I.C --1945 jack knife 
NIZAMABAD - large WW1 6353 jack knife with wood grips, WW2 3-piece Jack Knife. 
No.6 SHEFFIELD STEEL – unknown Indian maker – large folding bowies & lockback knives 
NZDo. --1940 Jack Knife 
 
“PAKISTAN” – lockback knife made after 1947 in post-partition Pakistan 
P.S & A Co. Ld. = “Planters Stores & Agency Calcutta”, tea planters folding pruner 
PUNJABSTICK & CUTLERY, NIZAMABAD = 1940 dated “easy opener” style jack knife  
 

RAMPUR C.P BEST ♔STEEL = Large folding hunting knife 
Rattam/1573 – WW2 jack knife. Also seen Rattam /1973 flat scaled clasp knife. 
RB40 - 1940 -- Jack Knife 
R.C.S. and S.R.40 – 1945 dated jack knife, also R.C.S.44 – jack knife 
R.J.W. - WW2 jack knife - Rajewadi Railway Station in India has the code R.J.W.?  
RP = Rawalpindi Arsenal mark. Jack knife stamped on marline spike. 
RSOPb --1940 Jack Knife 
 
SCW 43 – WW2 Kukri. Jack knife SCW 44 
S&B 42 - WW2 jack knife 
S&C P ‘I ’ 32 -- 1945 Jack Knife 
SLK -- jack knife 1942 & 1943 
SKS.77, tin opener - CC/8465/009027. WW2 jack knife 
S.S.45 and LD55 - WW2 jack knife 
SSS 43 – WW2 Jack knife 
“SUPERIOR STEEL” – unknown Indian maker. Large folding clasp knife 
 
TD & CC (CO?) -- 1930 Easy opener type knife 
 
“XXXXXX” - Large Jack Knife – probably artisan made. 
 
Indian produced blade marks: I, IG or D or IG or SA. 
SA = small arms inspectors stamp 
20, 21 23 etc. are Indian Govt inspection/ownership marks  
C15, C544 and P are acceptance/inspectors marks 
Dates are stamped. For example: as 1915 or 15, 1941-1945 or M41,42,43,44,45. 
 
Complied By Martin Cook, last updated: November 8, 2025. 
 
Further sources of information: 
 
The website “Tales from the Supply Depot” states: “Numerous variations of jack knives exist 
because production of small items was put out to commercial tender by the Supply 
Department rather than being made at government factories in India”.  
 
The history of the Supply Department notes: “The Department maintained registers of 
contractors by categories. Invitations to tender were normally issued to all contractors 
registered as competent to produce the store required. This method was mainly used for the 
vast range of miscellaneous engineering and general stores which could be produced by the 
small contractors and where there still remained an element of competition, viz., buttons, 
badges, knives, forks, spoons, scissors, hollow ware, padlocks, crockery, tables, chairs etc.”  
 
Collector Neil Champion notes: 
“Most of these companies disappeared after VJ day and most records were "lost" especially 
following Partition and Independence”.  He added: 
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“they made kukris in the Railway yard workshops & Depots in WW2 so logically they also 
made jack knives, or component parts. The JNB marked jacks are probably another example 
as JNB made the so called ‘Railway Workshop’ Emergency kukris alongside the Mk2 kukris. 
Most of the Indian Wooden scaled 6353 types were made in Rawalpindi by RB Boota Singh & 
Sons. They were lightly stamped along the blade so most lettering will have worn off over 
time, some were also stamped Nizamabal [probably Nizamabad e.d]. KC Works, Wazirabad, 
Delhi.” Sourced by Neil Champion from MJKFATW – “Military Jack knives from Around the 
World”, Facebook Page. 
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APPENDIX 2: POST ON “BRITISH & SHEFFIELD” FACEBOOK SITE - 
OCTOBER 2024 

 

Lawrie Wilson 

All-star contributor 
 
Yeah, another large folder. 
There is ongoing debate as to whether this is in fact British or Sheffield made. Personally, I 
have little doubt that it is 'British' made, however the problem is there is no maker's name, 
or a location, stamped anywhere on the knife; in fact, there is no stamping of any type. I 
have seen two examples with a dubious stamped reference to "W & S Butcher". Our late 
colleague Robert Cutting was of the view that they were probably German made and 
Bernard Levine also suggests European. Both also suggested the possibility of colonial India. 
Most known examples are identical to the following knife, and it is commonly referred to by 
collectors as a “Coachman’s Knife” due to the inclusion of a carriage key (i.e. the item that 
pivots out of the centre of the hoof-pick in the first and third photos following, its purpose 
being to open carriage doors). 
 
Maker: not stated, country of origin: not stated, length (of frame) closed 5.5 inches (14cm), 
width 1.5 inches (3.8cm), handle material: stag slabs, brass liners - but with a steel centre 
liner that extends to form a turnscrew. The knife has 6 back-springs for the 6 blades/tools on 
the topside and five blades/tools on the bottom – the central corkscrew working off two 
springs. A fold-out carriage key is housed within the hoof-pick in the closed position. 
This is a large well-constructed heavy duty implement (weight 1 lb. 7.5 oz. / 664g) more in 
the style of a hand tool than an item of fine cutlery. It is very well made in terms of blade 
‘walk and talk’ although there are no half stops. The top of the hoof pick is heavily incised 
with scroll motifs (similar to what is seen on shot guns of the period), as are parts of the 
bolsters.  
 
My theory is that these items were made by/for a carriage maker and formed part of the 
carriage equipment when the carriage was delivered to the owner – for the use of the 
carriage driver. It is unlikely that a driver of a horse-drawn carriage would have the financial 
means or the desire to purchase such a heavy and complex ‘tool’. I date it to 1840s to 1850s. 
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Brandon Masur 

Rising contributor 
I’ve always believed these to be Indian. You certainly see a lot of them and they’re all nearly 
identical. To me, it looks like the end of your saw blade also functions as a can opener which 
if that’s true would make the knife much newer than 1840-50. Also not sure why a carriage 
driver would need a cock spur saw… 

 
Lawrie Wilson 
Author 

All-star contributor 
Brandon Masur, you are correct, the tool on the end of the sawblade probably could open 
tins. It is all part of the mystery, for example it is rare to see a tin opener and a cock spur 
saw on the same knife as they are from different eras. I would appreciate it if any of you 
have examples of assumed Indian made coachman’s knives, or similar from any source that 
you send me details that would assist in my research. 

 
Thomas Costello 

All-star contributor 
I’ve had two of these coachman’s and let go of both of them. I bought one from a collector 
from India, along with a very sweet Rodgers. 
India has had some very capable cutlers. As much as I wanted the two I had to be British, I 
never really believed they were. 
I just don’t see many similarities, and a lot more dissimilarities, to knives made in Britains 
heydays. 
I wonder what Stan Shaw thought? As he made a copy of one of these, didn’t he? 

 
Adam Liversedge 

Top contributor 
Lawrie, I’ve something a little similar. 
It isn’t marked, either. 
I’d give an educated guess that my example is of Indian origin. 
My example has a whistle in place of the carriage key of your piece. 
Without seeing the inscriptions, finer details, etc. I’d err on the side of caution and say your 
example is of Indian origin. 
The overall fit and finish I see gives me that feeling. 
The scale style and fitment of them, especially. 
The lanyard ring looks to be somewhat modern, also. 
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40 | P a g e  
 

 

 

 

 
 
Lawrie Wilson 
Author 

All-star contributor 
Adam Liversedge, thanks for the detailed photos, and I agree that yours certainly has 
characteristics that suggest colonial Indian made. I actually have two knives that appear to 
be from the same maker, this one and another in fair condition - see attached - being a four 
back-spring version. Both are in my opinion very well constructed, and and the incised scroll-
work decoration does appear to me to English or European - also see following. I have 
detailed these knives in the "Sportsmen's Knives Part 1" Collector Note on my CASK website, 
however I now have information on other examples (some similar to yours) which suggests 
to me that the topic deserves a separate Collector Note - something like "Coachmen's Knives 
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- the conundrum" which is now on my 'to do' list. I will PM you for further comment when I 
get it started. 

 
Clive Griffiths 
Fabulous and fascinating. 

 
Peter Eastaugh 
See if you can identify the scales if it's colonial Indian they might well be sambar stag as 
opposed to red deer more likely to be used in the UK or Europe   

 
Adam Liversedge 

Top contributor 
Peter Eastaugh 
The scales could be a chance of being fashioned from Kashmir stag (Hangul), also. 

 
Lawrie Wilson 
Author 

All-star contributor 
Peter Eastaugh. Interesting suggestion, I will follow it up. 
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